The Iowa’s Bravest Committee would like to thank everyone that made this holiday 2008 project a success.   As you read through these messages that we have received from our Iowa’s Bravest men and women serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, you will see how much our effort is always appreciated. 
We have touched a lot of lives and have made a difference!   Happy Holidays! 
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05 January 2009

Thank you so much for the amazing package.  It is awesome to know that there are so many people back home supporting us.  I am working on a photo to be sent back to you in an email.  Thanks again for the package.

Jon Moeller

Iowa Army National Guard
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05 January 2009

Thank you so very much for the goodies!  

Sincerely,

Hank Long – Farmington, Iowa

Iowa Army National Guard
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Dear Julie Ehlers and all those from Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you very much for your support!  The men, women, soldiers, sailors, airmen, and civilians serving here from all corners of the United States, Australia, Canada, Great Britain, and New Zealand really appreciate everything you are doing for us.  The cards, home made pictures, patriotic art work and care packages we receive from all of you back at home remind us of who and why w serve.  Quite often, it helps put a smile back on our faces on those days we are thinking of our family and friends back at home or reminded of the things we often take for granted.

Thank you for all your support.  All of us here at JIOC-! (Kabul, Afghanistan) wish everyone from Iowa’s Bravest, the best during the holidays.

Peter B. Zwack,

Colonel, US Army

JIOC-A Director
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05 January 2009

Merry Christmas and Thank You!

The snacks were great!  Thank you for thinking and remembering us.  Do me a favor and have a Great and Merry Christmas with your family.  That is what I want and fight for most of all.  Combine that with your prayers is all I need.

SSGT Tony Van Cannon

Iowa Army National Guard
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05 January 2009

I just wanted to take a moment to thank everyone that donated their time and resources to send care packages to all of us soldiers serving here in Iraq.  We were really touched to read all of the letters and cards from caring Iowans thanking us for our service and praying for our safe return.  

It is tough being away from our families this holiday season, but receiving all of these packages helps us feel a little bit closer to the ones we love back in Iowa.  I hope everyone who reads this had a very Merry Christmas and has a wonderful and prosperous New Year.  

Sincerely yours,

SGT Ryan Hull

Iowa Army National Guard
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05 January 2009

Thanks so much for all the goodies.  It is always nice to get something from Iowa.  Thanks for your support.

SFC Rich Tucker

Iowa Army National Guard
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05 January 2009

Dear Friends at Iowa’s Bravest:

Thank you very much for the generous care package!  Our mission is going well and with friends like you to help, morale remains high.  It always helps ease the pain of separation from our families knowing you have support throughout your home state.

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

SGT Sean Jacobsmeier – Davenport
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05 January 2009

Dave,

Sorry for the late thank you and the poor card.  Time slips by quickly here even though the days never end.  Now my planned detailed letter with pictures has turned into an MRE note (written on a piece of cardboard from a clam chowder MRE).

But I wanted to thank you and John Deere for thinking of me and my men.  Several of them are big fans of John Deere and I had a pull up contest for the hat!  I hope you don’t mind me not keeping it.  The winner grew up on a farm; he’s 20 and is looking forward to returning to it!

Thank you again.

Jed

Capt James (Jed) Bauch

U. S. Marines

[image: image10.png]



05 January 2009

Mr. Roger:

Sir, to you and all of the great John Deere employees I want to thank you for the gift box I received address to Iowa’s Bravest.  I love the hat and will add it to my collection once I return home.  Mr. Roger thank you also for the letter you sent.  I’m from Cedar Falls, Iowa born and raised in the same house.  My parents still live in that house.  My Dad is a retired John Deere pattern maker of 39 years.  He retired in 1987 while I was at Fort Benning, GA going thru Army basic training.  My wife is from Megargel, TX and they are farmers as well.  I’m sad to say they only own one John Deere!  I keep telling my father-in-law to buy another one.  I’ve served this country for over 22 years now and I’m proud to say I’m an American.  Its people like all of you that keep me serving this great nation of ours.  Receiving this letter was just another great reason to say I’m proud to serve.  God Bless all of you and I ask God to keep you and your families safe.  I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Donald J Pint II

MSG, USA

1/25 SBCT, FOB Warhorse Iraq
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30 December 2008

Thank you very much for the Christmas card – it is always nice to receive something in the mail.  (
I also received the care p0akcage.  Thank you so much for it.  It made my day.  (.  I hope you have very happy holidays!

Erin McGrew – Daughter of Matt McGrew

U.S. Army
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22 December 2008
To Iowa’s Bravest,

I wanted to thank you for the giant box of goodies and little taste of Iowa.  Having reaped the benefits of your wonderful program now twice, as this is my second deployment, and watched by brothers-in-law (all three of them) receive packages from Iowa’s Bravest, I’m deeply humbled by your efforts.

It’s a fantastic thing you guys do………….absolutely remarkable.  I’m amazed watching your collection of caring citizens grow over the years and keep sending your packages of thanks to soldiers.  

I thank you from the bottom of my heart and on behalf of all the soldiers here in the 2nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th ID who benefited from your kindness.

Major Chris Hanna

Camp Taji, Iraq
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22 December 2008

Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

I want to thank you for the holiday package.  It arrived in good order and just in time for Thanksgiving.  I am truly touched by the amount of time and energy you’ve spent in this organization making sure we soldiers are not forgotten.  All three of my brothers-in-law and I have benefited from your kindness and generosity.

Many thanks.

Major Chris Hanna
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22 December 2008

Iowa’s Bravest ~ 

I received one of your care packages and I wanted to say THANK YOU!  You are so very generous and I want you to know how much it means to us to know people (even strangers) back home are thinking of us.  I loved my care package – salsa, frosting, graham crackers – its like you know me!  (
Thanks again for supporting us!

Andrea Boyd
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22 December 2008
Thank you for the wonderful package and all of your support.  It’s great to know so many people are thinking about us.  

Thanks again.

SSG William Olson
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17 December 2008

Thank you for the holiday care package I received.  It's good to know that people back home support and remember the Iowa military during this time of year.  The snacks were well received by myself and my office mates, the John Deere hat was envied by everyone, and the personalized stocking was great.  Even though I have since returned home as my deployment is finished, I brought back with me some of the items.
In May, I received a banner from your organization.  I thought the best way to share it was to hang it in a public location.  It is now hanging in the hallway of the incoming wing of the fixed wing terminal in Bagram, Afghanistan.  A majority of the personnel coming to Afghanistan come through Bagram.  
Attached is a photo of the banner, with myself, and a photo of the local scenery.

Again, thanks for your continued support.

 

  SK1 Mike Schipper

  Winthrop, Iowa

  U.S. Navy Reserve
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15 December 2008

Thank you very much for the package it was very thoughtful of your group to put in the time and materials to send us these boxes.  Everything will be put to good use.  Thanks again and keep up the good work.

SGT Jason Reed

Iowa Army National Guard
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14 December 2008

Thanks a lot for the wonderful care package.  It was a great reminder of how people from back home appreciate our service.  It was a “piece” of home sent to us.  The Casino game was pretty cool.  It reminded me of the times I went to Prairie Meadows in Iowa.

Thank you to all who put a hand in making soldiers like me happy.  God Bless you all!!!

SPC Carlos Fuentes

Iowa Army National Guard
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13 December

I wanted to tell you all that my son-in-law SFC Douglas Betsinger received his xmas package yesterday in Muhaudiyah, Iraq and was just thrilled to hear from folks in Iowa!! 

Thank you all so much for what you do!

Sandra Scribner – Mother-in-law of SFC Douglas Betsinger – US Army
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09 December 2008

Thank you sincerely for my care package.  Besides being and excellent care package, it is really nice to know that people back home are thinking of us.  

Life is good for us, our living quarters have air conditioning and the food has been decent.  We work 10 hour shifts around the clock on a very busy airfield.  We have been here over 3 months with at least 6 to go.  It has been fast, but not fast enough.

Thank you again for your thoughtfulness.

Sincerely,

SSG Ross Muhlbauer

Iowa Army National Guard
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Thank you so much for the more than generous care package.  We all appreciate the support you have given us.  It is always nice to know that people back home are thinking of you and supporting you.  It is a true morale booster. 

Thank You! 

Once again,

SPC Grant Suroyan
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09 December 2008

I am writing in regards to the care package I received.  I can not say thank you enough.  It makes life a lot easier around here to know people at home care that much.  Thank you again.  I am enjoying my package.

Sincerely,

William Thomason

Iowa Army National Guard 
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08 December 2008

Thank you so much for the care package!  It really means a lot to the soldiers that even after all of this time, our fellow Americans have not forgotten us.  Every note and card brightens my day.  

This care package was the best package I have received.  Once again, thank you to all who contributed, either with cards, donations and even packing the boxes.

The John Deere hat was awesome.  It brought a bit of my family to me.  My father-in-law retired from Deere so it was a big reminder of home.  The mac & cheese was great.  It was a nice change from candy.

Once again, THANK YOU for YOUR SUPPORT of our country.

God Bless!

SFC Emily Pint

U. S. Army

FOB Warhorse, Iraq
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08 December 2008

I want to start off by letting you know how amazing it is for your organization to send everyone from our unit in Iowa a care package.  I can’t imagine the time and money put into this.

I find it awesome to get the cards from the little kids.  Reading those makes me feel great about being away from everything and over here.  I really appreciate your support!

SPC Eldal
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08 December 2008

Thank you so much.  It means a lot.

CW2 Jason Hendricks

Iowa Army National Guard - Waterloo
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08 December 2008

Thanks for everything that you do for us.  Everything was great!

Thank you again.

SSG  Anthony Ball

U. S. Army Reserves
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08 December 2008

Thank you for all that you do for us!  God Bless you all and God Bless America!!!

MSG Donald Pint

U.S. Army

FOB Warhorse, Iraq

[image: image28.png]



08 December 2008

Thank you for the wonderful package.  It is such a blessing to receive things from back home.  It makes a big difference when we know that you guys are behind us.

Thanks again.

Chaplain Andrew Nielsen

U.S. Army
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08 December 2008

Iowa’s Bravest ~

Thank you so much for the care package!  I still can’t believe that you guys made a package for everyone in my Iowa unit!  I can’t even express the gratitude we all have for this, it is beyond thoughtful and sweet of you guys.

My fellow soldiers and I are enjoying the package of goodies very much at the SSA.  There was a lot of great stuff in it!  Also thank you very much for the Christmas stocking that was very sweet of you to make.  

I am a huge fan of John Deere so the hat was a great touch from home.  The casino computer game is also great and very much appreciated!  I love casino games so I will definitely have fun with this on my days off.

Thanks again for everything.  You have no idea how little things like this means the world to us!  People like you makes fighting over here so worth it.  Thanks again and Happy Holidays!

SGT Rachel Krumm

Iowa Army National Guard
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08 December 2008

Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you so much for the care packages that were received.  It is a great feeling knowing that we have the continued support from the community.  Thanks once again to all who contributed.  It is very much appreciated.

Respectfully,

SSG Jason Brislaun
Iowa Army National Guard - Waterloo
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08 December 2008

Thank you.

SFC John Mclean
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08 December 2008

Thank you so much for all the goodies and for all the cards the kids have made.  They are very special.  
Great idea to send the Iowa’s finest John Deere hats.  We love them!!!!

Sgt Larry Beilke
Iowa Army National Guard

P.s.  We need to build a water park like you have here to cool off on.  (On the postcard that we sent them to write back to us is a picture of the Lost Island Water Park).
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06 December 2008

Hi Julie,

I just got an E-Mail from my daughter in Afghan.  She said she got the package from Iowa's Bravest.  She wanted me to Thank-You from the bottom of her heart.  Thank you sooooo much for what you do.  

She is sharing with her friends who don't get much mail.  You cheered up about 5 girls.  Thank you to everyone that helped pack the boxes, and all who have anything to do with Iowa's Bravest.  

Bless you all!  

Gaile Ackerman - Mother of Stacy Brukardt – US Army
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05 December 2008

Iowa's Bravest, 
Hey thank you very much for all the nice gifts and goodies. All the Iowans couldn't believe all the nice stuff!  And better yet the people from the other states that are here said ,Gee those Iowans really take care of their soldiers!!! You guys made me proud.
 
Once again thank you very much and you are proof positive that there really is a Santa!!

God bless you all.


Sgt Larry Beilke
Iowa Army National Guard
 
And here is a photo for your collection, I don't know if would take any gifts from these three guys. I’m on the far right.
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December 4, 2008
Hello to Everyone,
Thanks very much for the gifts from Iowa it is always great to get something from home. Thanks to all the people that made that happen. All the gifts were great and much needed. 
We have hung our stockings in our rooms in the trailers we are living in here at Balad Air Base in Iraq. 
We want to wish everyone back in Iowa we hope they have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and Thanks again for taking the time to put the care boxes together they were great!!!   
         
Thanks again.

SFC Rich Tucker, SFC Ron Forburger, SGT Larry Bielke 
Iowa Army National Guard           
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December 3, 2008

Thank You!

Getting this in the mail really made my day.  Hope all is well at home.

SPC Christopher Moore

Iowa Army National Guard
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December 3, 2008

Thank You!

We are all grateful for the packages you sent to us in Taji, Iraq.  I just got back on September 11th and realized I forgot to send the card.  Best wishes.

LTC Walter Salmon
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December 1, 2008

Dear Iowa Bravest,

I want to thank you for making the effort to get boxes of goodies to all of the members of my unit.  The boxes were full of wonderful stuff that everyone was very happy to receive.  Thank you for keeping us in your thoughts.

Happy Holidays.

MAJ Brian Mulcahy

Iowa Army National Guard
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December 1, 2008

Thank you so much for the care package.  It means a lot to receive such caring gifts from back home.  I hope your Holiday Season is filled with love and happiness.

SGT Makenzie Patterson

Co B – Iowa Army National Guard

Boone, IA
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December 1, 2008

Thank you for the Holiday package.  I really liked the cards from the kids in middle school.  I will be sending them a thank you card.  Please let all participants know how much the packages are appropriate.

CW2 Chris Frederick

C Co – 2/211th Air Ambulance

Iowa Army National Guard – Waterloo
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01 December 2008

Dear Iowa’s Bravest Committee,

I am so moved an appreciative today (Nov 19th) upon receiving you generous care package.  Thank you so much for your investment of time and effort to touch the hearts of those of us serving away from home.  I can tell you, it has made my day.  
Thanks also to all who made contributions of items or money.  We, the Soldiers, appreciate you.  Its people like you that remind us why we are here.

God Bless You All!

SGT Scott Blakesley

U.S. Army

Al Asad, Iraq
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01 December 2008

Thank you so much for the awesome package.  I had it open for about 5 minutes before the rest of my squad started hovering around me.  I shared everything and everyone thanks you. 

I let everyone know that if you are from “Gods Country” (Iowa) we take care of each other.  Again, thank you for your kindness during the holiday season.  It really helps everyone over here to get through.

Thank you.

SSG Patrick Feilmeier

U.S. Army Reserves

129th Transportation Company
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December 1, 2008

Hello, I would like to thank you.  Thanks for the package.  Its not just the goodies inside, the knowledge that people, other then family thinking about us here.  I really enjoyed reading the letters from all the kids.  They make me smile.

As for the candy, I donated most of it to the company area so everyone can enjoy.  We even sometimes let the Marines have some (ha, ha).

I would like to wish you and your family a happy holiday season and a good New Year.  Thank you and thank everyone else involved.

SGT Michael Nelsestuen
Iowa Army National Guard - Waterloo
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December 1, 2008

Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you all for your hospitality and support.  It’s a great feeling knowing that people we don’t even know care about us soldiers.  Its people like you all that makes this world go round!

Thank you again!

Brittany Brown

Iowa Army National Guard – Boone, IA

Stationed on Joint Bose Balad
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November 30, 2008

This note was sent to Iowa’s Bravest from Beth’s parents Parke and Marlene Behn.  Parke and Marlene helped pack the Iowa Bravest boxes and were lucky enough to get to pack Beth's themselves.   Beth sends thanks below for several goodie boxes she got, including the one from Iowa’s Bravest: 

Note from Beth Behn.

Subject: Big Thank-you's from Camp Echo


It is Sunday morning here in Iraq and I have a few free minutes to shoot this note off to you. I need to send out some serious thank-yous for the boxes that arrived here yesterday. However, I don't have a lot of e-mail addresses saved, so would ask that you please pass this message on my behalf.

We had a convoy arrive here yesterday with mail and I was the big winner. I received five boxes and one package! Unbeliveable. Anyway, a small crowd gathered around me in the TOC and we had a quick box opening ceremony. Bud and Coke sent a box full of treats. Red licorice, of course, with a number of other boxes and bags of candy. The bag of licorice was huge - and if was already gone by the time I came in this morning. Our night crew will not sleep much today based on the amount of sugar they consumed last night!
 
Another box was from Dick and Marj. Very nice card and some great treats from Harry and David. One of the Harry and David bags contained chocolate covered peanuts. The chocolate balls had kind of melted together, but that did not stop two of my Soldiers from using a knife to cut the melted blob in half and consume it on the spot.
 
Box #3 was from Ken and Patty. It had brownies, cookie bars, books, and some other treats. Looking forward to reading the books. I took one back to my CHU last night and one of my captains grabbed the other one. We'll rotate those around, for sure. Much like the box from Coke and Bud, almost all of the Ken and Patty food was consumed by the Soldiers within twelve hours of its arrival. I couldn't believe they ate all those cookie bars, but I guess those things go kind of quick when you spread them over 25 hungry guys. 
 
Box #4 was from you guys. It had the cookies with the green frosting (one of which I am eating right now), along with some letters, photos, and newspaper clippings. 
 

Box #5 was the "Iowa's Bravest" box. Wow. Getting through all the tape to get into the box was a major chore, but the contents were impressive. It was really neat to receive the pictures of the packing process (contained in box #4) at the same time that we were opening box #5.


What a great project. I can hardly believe they packed that many boxes in so short a time. Sounds like a well-organized machine. Dad - in your letter about the event, you said that it was a good feeling to be working with others toward a common cause that was larger than themselves. Not sure if you meant to do this or not, but that sort of captures the reason that I love the Army so much. Being over here and being away from our families is hard, but there is really something
special about being part of team that is willing to put the collective mission over individual interests. Anyway, the box was a huge hit. I wore the John Deere hat around for most of the day. I plan to send some letters off to the kids who put notes in the box. Some were from Dike and some were from LaPorte City.

The final package that I received was the one containing the UNI banner. I had someone take my picture holding the banner and wearing the John Deere hat. As soon as I get a chance, I'll send that to you. The UNI  banner is now proudly displayed in the mess hall along with the other banners. It really brightens the place up to have the sports banners up. I'll send pictures of that, too.
 
So, the Soldiers of the Warhorse Brigade are on a sugar high and are extremely appreciative of the treats that were sent - and the good thoughts and prayers that we know were sent our way, as well.


Seriously, I had a number of people ask me to say thanks to everyone who had a part in sending over these boxes. With the holidays setting in, it is really nice to know that folks back home remember that we are over here and wish us well.

Thanks again and many loves,
Beth

MAJ Beth Behn
U.S. Army

Camp Echo, Iraq
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November 29, 2008
Dear Iowa’s Bravest Committee 


This is SSG Eric Mrzlak. I am part of the MEDEVAC unit. I am unable to send a picture. As soon as I can I will. The Medevac unit is in 5 different locations. I am the only one here in Balad.
I received the package that you sent. I tried to send back a thank you to everyone that sent letters, and placed items in the box. I was unable to say thank you to everyone that supported this package. The food, candy, game, and all the letters was awesome to receive. The game and the cards that were in the box will make time past by faster. All the candy will make me have to work out more often then I do already. It was good, I loved it. It was nice to read the letters sent from back home. In my room I have my stocking hanging on my wall. My wife sent me a small X-Mass tree. So my room is full of X-Mass spirit. 
Please pass this on to everyone that played a part in doing this package so that they know we here in Iraq do appreciate what they did. Thank you for supporting all of us here in Iraq. Your support really means a lot to us. 

I would like to say on the behalf of my wife, three little girls back home, and C Co 2-211th GSAB we wish all the workers, all the supporters, and all of their families happy holidays. 

Sincerely Your Soldier,

 
SSG Eric Mrzlak 
Waterloo - Iowa Army National Guard Unit
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November 27, 2008

Iowa’s Bravest Committee, 

Thank you for all of the great stuff you sent me.  I was sharing with all of the guys in my unit.  When a package comes in everyone is excited because it means that everyone is going to get something, and because your box of stuff was so full we had a lot to go around.  I only have one picture on my work computer right now.  It is a silly one but it is good none the less.  It is a picture of two soldiers and me in the back ground ruining there solemn moment.  It was right before we took off from Wisconsin, it was about 2 in the morning and we had been waiting for the plane for awhile.  They wanted to have a serious picture to mark the occasion.  They weren’t expecting Chaplain Nielsen to come by and ruin all there plans. Stevens and Ly are great guys from our S1 shop.  Thank you for caring enough to send me things. It is always a great day when you receive a package.  May the LORD bless you always. 

Chaplain (CPT) Andrew Nielsen

1-303 CAV – U.S. Army 
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November 22, 2008
To the Iowa’s Bravest Committee Members;

I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for the box of goodies you sent me.  As a fellow Iowan there's no place like home.  I've served our country now over 22 years.  I've been in Europe, Asia, and now the Middle East.  My parents still live in the same house that I grew up in.  I'm married with 2 great little boys.  My wife is also in the Army and she is here with me in Iraq.  We both are at FOB Warhorse in NE Iraq.  Our boys are with the grandparents and are in great hands.  I serve this country for people like all of you, yes without your support we won't be able to keep the enemy forces at bay.  I thank you again and may God bless all of you and I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

MSG Donald Pint

HHC 1/25 SBCT
U.S. Army
FOB Warhorse, Iraq
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November 20, 2008

Thank you very much for the holiday package.  The effort and support of everyone involved is very much appreciated.  So much is provided in each package each recipient is sharing with the entire unit which has personnel assigned from Oklahoma, Minnesota, West Virginia, and Iowa.  

Thank you,

CW4 Paul D. Thede

B Co 834th ASB
Iowa Army National Guard
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November 20, 2008

Dear Friends,

All of the 'Iowa's Bravest' boxes arrived at Joint Base Balad today.

What a wonderful surprise!  Everyone is tickled except for the poor mailroom guy who had to carry 106 heavy boxes!  We are part of an all National Guard Combat Aviation Brigade; Task Force 34, with units from Minnesota, Oklahoma, Louisiana, Texas, New York and Missouri.  The Oklahoma soldiers are all 'John Deere Green' with envy over the John Deere caps.  Being real Iowans all, we have been sharing our goodies with our brethren from those less fortunate states. (Not the caps, though - we're keeping those!). 

I was especially touched by the letters and cards from the kids.  I've answered all that had return addresses. 

Thank you all so much for your thoughtfulness and generosity.  It's overwhelming to know that you're keeping us in your thoughts and prayers.  You are in ours as well.

We are not heroes.  We are not Iowa's Bravest.  We are just average Iowa Joes and Janes who are proud to serve our country and proud to represent the great state of Iowa in the Global War on Terrorism.

I can't wait to come home to Cedar Falls and thank you in person.  

Sincerely,

CW4 David R. Morse

Avn Materiel Officer

834th ASB (FWD) SPO-AVN
Iowa Army National Guard
Joint Base Balad
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November 20, 2008

Julie

Mission complete, we have received all the packages, and everyone really appreciated it!! Specifically the John Deere hats, cards from the kids, and the stockings. I believe we are the only Air MEDEVAC Company in country that has a uniform that requires the Green, John Deere Hat as regulation wear now, and we all have our stockings hung in our company area.....all of these Iowa soldiers are mostly from the Waterloo Area and are very proud of their home and very proud of specifically the people that show their thanks during this time. We have a great, hard working, American community and should all be very proud, I know I am!

We will ensure to send pictures of us with the gifts as soon as we can!! Thank you so much to all the helpers, and I speak for all of us!!

1LT Sheldon Klein

2/211th MEDEVAC "dustoff"

Section Leader, AV

MNF-W Iraq
Waterloo – Iowa Army National Guard
GOD BLESS

[image: image53.png]



November 19, 2008

Hi Julie,
 
Boyd emailed me today and said he got his box form Iowa’s Bravest.  He said lots of cool
stuff inside.  He loves it all.  He wanted me to thank you for it. He really appreciated it.
Thanks again.  Dawn
Boyd Brinker

Iowa Army National Guard
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November 19, 2008

First, thank you for all you have done and will do. It still means a lot to all of soldiers.

SFC Bradley T. Hansen
Iowa Army National Guard
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November 18, 2008

Just wanted to let you know that some of the boxes you sent came in today, I think all the JD employees received one.  Thanks for thinking of us as it is always nice to hear from home.  I’m hoping that the four of us can get together for a picture, it might take some time since we are split up between four different places.  I will try to get some other pictures to send to you, that is if someone with my limited computer skills can figure out how to email them.  Please let the others know how thankful we are for the boxes.  If there’s any other way I can help please let me know.  Thanks again!

Derrek Sommerfelt
Iowa Army National Guard
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November 10, 2008

We are all very thankful to have such supportive family, friends and communities back home.  Your willingness to sacrifice your free time in support of us is truly a comforting and humbling experience.  If you would like, you could attach some pictures to emails and I could post them in and around our area of operations.  That way when our guys are opening the packages they have some faces to put with the boxes!  Plus I checked your web-site and can put the link out to the troops and they can go to the MWR and see any pictures that you post there.  

Thanks again for everyone who has taken part in completing the care package process.

As for sending pictures, that’s the least we can do to show our gratitude for your support.

SGT George Mettler
Iowa Army National Guard
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