The Iowa’s Bravest Committee would like to thank everyone that made this project a success.   As you read through these messages that we have received from our Iowa’s Bravest men and women serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, you will see how much our effort was apprececiated.   We have touched a lot of lives and have made a difference!  To-date we have sent almost 1,200 packages to our brave men and women.  Thanks again.
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Just wanted to send a short note to say thank you for the great care packages that you have sent.  It is so great to know that we have so much support back home.

Thank you.

GYSGT David Schares

[image: image3.png]



Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

I cannot thank you enough for the care package that you sent to me.  It meant a lot to me knowing that I was going to get a gift from someone I didn’t know.  It’s weird how that works out when you’re in the military but kindness from strangers is usually where we only get that from.

I am not sure who this letter will find, only that I hope it gets to the group so all can see this letter.

Thank You Everyone for what you do.  Not only do your packages give to us what we cannot come by but they alleviate our pain, sadness and grief so that we may function to our fullest capabilities.  Thank you.

Infantryman and Soldier Forever,

Scott Van Ausdall

Army



Sorry it has been so long for me to respond.  All in all, things are well here in Iraq.  Thank you so much for the abundance of care packages.  Myself and all the Marines from Waterloo really appreciate all your hard work.

SSGT Jason N. Boynton

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Sorry it took so long to get this letter out.  I’ve been overwhelmed with letters and care packages over the holidays.  It’s such a great feeling to know how many people support us back home.  I want to you for all the time you all put into the Iowa’s Bravest Organization.

Things are going well here and we all can’t wait to get home to our families.  It’s been a good experience for me and it’s made me realize all of the small things I take for granted back home.  It’s also made me a better person and I’m much more appreciative for being an American.

I’m looking forward to meeting you all in April and I will talk to you soon.  Thank You!

Brian Joachim

Waterloo Marine Reserves

Son of Rick Joachim, JD - PEC



This email was received from Rhonda Roberts from her brother-in-law Kenny Yount:

Thank you to my IOWA family

 Hi, well this is a special letter to my brothers and sisters in Iowa. The reason why I am sending to everyone is I could not think of any other way of saying thank you to them in a way that everyone would know how much I mean it. As I had said in a previous email, one or all of them signed me up for a care package from a group called "Iowa's Bravest". Well as I went through this package there was alot of very nice items, from games to snacks, and what really meant the most was a CD called Voices from home. I have had the normal ups and downs that come from being gone from the family, well tonight I was just laying here wishing I was home when I ran across this CD. So I put it in thinking that I would just check it out for a minute, this CD was awesome! It was full of families that called into a radio station with their messages; wow, what an awesome CD. Thou it mad me miss home, it helped to hear that there is alot of support for all of the soldiers over here. You just 

don't know how much that means to us to hear it, because we don't get alot of that media over here so when we do here from people saying thanks or sending their prayers it really means alot to all of us! As you know the media is full of all of the negative things going on or here, so when we here the media showing us support it just means so much to all of us over here. So once again THANK YOU all for your support of all of the troops over here.  Now it is my turn, I want to say that while it is my turn to be over here, I have been truly blessed with this being the first Christmas that I have been gone from Wendy and the children. I would also like to say Thank You to Jim, Mike, Larry Roberts, Brian, Uncle Brian, Zachary, Christopher, and all of the family members that have served this great nation of ours. I am not the first nor the last from our family to give part of our lives to this nation.  While our sacrifice is a great one it is small in comparison to the sacrifice that our families make while we are serving. So, thank you, to all of you that have served, for I am just following in your foot steps and keeping the traditions going by passing it on to my sons and all of the soldiers that I work with. So once again, thank you for giving the time that all of you have or are giving now.

GOD BLESS AND GOD SPEED to all of you! Just remember that while we do not always agree with the political views of our government, never forget all of the Soldiers.

Kenneth R Yount

SSG, USA

Brother-in-law of Rhonda Roberts – JD, Foundry

"A sense of humor is part of the art of leadership, of getting along with people, of getting things done." Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890 - 1969)



Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

First, THANK YOU so much for the box.  It was such a surprise.  I’m originally from Bloomfield, Iowa (born and raised there).  I am presently serving in the 1035th Maintenance Company out of Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis, Missouri.  We were ordered to active duty on 28 Jan 05 (put on alert on Christmas Eve last year).  We served 3 ½ months in Iraq and then ordered to Kuwait Naval Base, where I’m presently serving.  I have 24 years in and have always like being in the military.  Your package was one of my best.  Not because of what you sent, but because it was from my home state.  I may live in Missouri now, but Iowa will always be in my heart.  Thanks to everyone involved.  Keep up the great work!

THANKS AGAIN.

SSG Timothy A. Turner

Nephew of Marlene Troyer



Thanks for all your support!

SSGT Arthur Roeding

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Printed in the Waterloo Courier – 30 December 2005

Care Package Wonderful Gift - 

Camp Blue Diamond, Iraq – In late November, I received a wonderful care package from members of the Iowa’s Bravest Committee.  The package was crammed full of goodies: food, toiletries, a calling card, games and best of all, letters from home.  I would like to thank everyone from the Iowa’s Bravest Committee who gave their time and efforts to support me and the many other Iowa service members deployed this holiday season.  No matter how many sandbag “snowmen” we make or palm trees we decorate with ornaments and garland, nothing compares to being home for the holidays.  Thank you for sending us a little piece of home and a little piece of Iowa this Christmas season!

Capt. Erin Whitney

Daughter of Carolyn Sandkamp



What a wonderful surprise!

Your gifts and thoughts could not have come at a better time.  You really lifted my spirits.  I shared all the treats with my guys.  Thanks again.

Captain Seth Hall

Son of Milanya Hall – JD, SPO



29 November 2005

To Everyone at “Iowa’s Bravest”

I just wanted to write and thank you for the care package that you sent me.  It was such a great package, I don’t think that I could have made a better one myself.  I think that it was honestly the best one that I’ve gotten in two years of deployments in Iraq.  It’s so nice to know that we’re not forgotten after so long.  Support from home has been so great, but especially from Iowa.  There’s something about Iowan’s that are just like that,  I guess – they really take care of their own.

It’s starting to wind down for us, finally.  Only about 2 ½ months and I’ll be home for good!  I can’t wait.  This Christmas and New Year’s will be the last major holidays I’ll have to spend away from my family.

Thanks again for the package!  Things like that really make a different here.

Sgt Jeremy Ahrens – 2nd Tour of Iraq

US Army – 3rd Armored Calvary – Ft. Carson

Son-in-law of James Mulick



Iowa’s Bravest,

Many, many thanks for EVERYTHING!  You made my day, even my whole deployment.  I appreciate your support.  This is such a wonderful thing you do!  Especially around the holidays.

It’s hard to be here with a lot on our minds and to know that loved ones at home and many others, stand behind us as we do our job, makes our work easier.  I’m thankful there are so many people who care.  You all are important to us.  That’s why we are here.

Thank you so much!

Your friend,

Tara Colicchio

Friend of Cody Cripe, Bunger Middle School



Iowa’s Bravest,

I wanted to thank you for the wonderful care package that you sent to me.  I am an Army officer currently serving in Iraq.  I was able to share my package with other members of my team – 2 crews of MEDEVAC helicopter pilots, crew chiefs and medics.  We all enjoyed the letters, food and other treats.  It is really nice to receive support from home over the holiday season.  I cannot express how much we appreciate it.

Sincerely,

1LT Liz Callahan

Friend of Deb Bernard

1st United Methodist Church – Cedar Falls



Dear “Iowa’s Bravest” Committee,

My name is LCPL Jeremy Vietor.  I am station in Fallujah, Iraq with the Marine Corps.  My unit is the 8th Communications BN out of Camp LeJeune, N.C.  I am originally from Aplington, IA.  I want to thank you for the care package you all sent me.  I also want to thank each and every person that took time out of their busy schedules to write a few words of encouragement.  To them I want to especially say thank you for looking past all the negativity that the media tires to instill in everyone’s brain, and see the good that we are doing here.  Because we are doing a lot of good here.  The Iraqi people are really starting to become comfortable with us being here and are really quite nice.  It is unfortunate that we will not be home for the holiday season, however, we have a very important job to do and American troops will not come home until our mission is complete.  I’m very proud of the job we are doing here and I’m extremely proud to serve the Great United States.  Even more of a joy is to represent the awesome State of Iowa.

Of all the wonderful things in my care package, my favorite was the letters from the children.  I think it’s very important that children understand what we are doing here.  

Again, thank you and everyone involved in your awesome organization.

Semper Fidelis

LCPL Jeremy Vietor

Son of Randy Vietor
Security Officer at JD - Wachenhut Security



December 12th 2005

Hello Friends and Supporters,

I just want to drop you a short note to say “THANK YOU” for all the support you are showing us while we are deployed to Iraq.  We are very grateful for people like you to care for us like you do and show us your support through some “WONDERFUL” care packages.

Now about Iraq:

Let’s start with the weather, well its better then in Iowa.  I check the news often and see that it’s going to be a white Christmas back there.  I actually miss the white stuff.  I own a Lawn Care company in Des Moines (SunGreen Landscaping and Design) and they are very busy with snow removal in the area so it is good for busy at lest.  I’m originally from Waterloo, IA, as a few of my sibling and Mother still live in the area.  But back to the weather over here, it’s actually unusually warm here right now mid to upper 70’s and mid 50’s at night.  When I was here for Desert Storm back in 10991, we actually saw some snow, but it is still early here for snow and if it does it will probably snow in mid to late January.  Usually the wet season starts mid January until late February; we will see how it goes.  I would guess that you don’t see much white stuff down where you’re at?????

Now about life in Iraq, it really isn’t all bad the worst part is being away from home.  But we all knew it would be the toughest part of this deployment and you can never prepare for that.  My family has sent me many many packages which have helped.  My duties consist of tracking Marines when they leave the base and supplying them with information about what they could encounter while away from the base.  I also do some convoy operations, which is an adventure all on its own.  Besides that I’m on a very intense physical workout routing that help occupy my time when I’m off duty.  I’m actually training to do a ½ marathon next year in Des Moines and a full marathon in 2007.  There is a Marine Corps marathon in D.C. every year that my good friend in Des Moines does and he said it is one of the best.  But I have a long way to go to get to that level.  The food over here is okay, but it is getting old fast as it seems to be the same food with a different name on it (ha ha ha ha), but it will never be as good as “Moms.”  Besides that all is well over here as we count the weeks before we are home “safe.”

Just a couple more things about me.  “GO HAWKS” as I am a big Hawkeye Fan, but am glad to see that UNI is having a remarkable playoff run.  I only have one wish for Christmas that all three teams end with WINS (Iowa, Iowa State, UNI).  Hope to be able to watch a few of the games.  I’m also a Harley guy and put about 5000 miles  on my bike a year, big plans to go to Sturgis this coming year and the “BIG BIKE WEEK” in Daytona 2007.  As you may know we can get some pretty good deals on a purchase of bikes while here, so looking to buy another one while here in country to sit beside my current 97 DYNA Low-Rider.

Just want to end this by once again saying “THANKS” for all your support and the care package.

Arthur Roding

Waterloo Marine Reserves -  “Worlds Finest”

Email:  SSGTROE@GMAIL.com


26 November 2005

Iowa’s Bravest Committee Members,

God Bless each and everyone for showing your concern about our deployed service men and women.  This is a very impressive example why it is so wonderful to be from the great State of Iowa.  We all realize the personal time and energy that has been devoted to this program and I can guarantee that you have made a difference!  Thank-you for being Great Americans and remaining united at home.

We are all doing well and enjoying our return to the Kabul area and the new US Camp located within the ANA Darulaman compound.  Even thought we are staying in temporary shelters (tents) until our housing is completed, it is a far cry from living on the ground and eating Meals Ready to Eat in Daikundai Province.

Our missions have all gone exceptionally well to date and the Iowa boys are doing a magnificent job.  The Coalition Forces Commander – Afghanistan (LTG Eickenberry) paid a visit to our little outpost and left with saying; “You boys from Iowa have made your State and Nation proud.”  Each day the guys do incredible feats of personal sacrifice, ingenuity and bravery.

The team would like to extend a very safe and joyous Holiday greeting to everyone on the committee and let us all collectively pray for peace as we ring in the New Year.

Very Respectively,

Brett A. Hora

LTC Infantry

1/1201 Team Chief

US Army



Thank you very much for the package of goodies and the messages of support. Other people here have received similar packages from different organizations, but the one you sent to me was the biggest, most generous, most jam packed with useful items I’ve seen yet.

Thanks again for your support!

Mike Delagardelle

Brother-in-law of Eileen Delagardelle, JD, SPO



Thank you so much for the box of goodies!  My soldiers and I thank you so much.  I want to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!

SSG William Legg

Nephew of Rhonda Lauer



I wanted to let you know Matt got his package and wanted me to thank you.  The men in his squad enjoyed all the goodies.  He also mentioned the Good Morning Iraq CD, he said that it was pretty neat to listen to and really appreciated all the work put into the care packages.  He would've preferred to write this on his own but he rarely even gets time to call home or email.  I usually get a (2-20min) phone call every 7-10 days and often times he calls via a satellite phone which is used as a last resort when they can't get to the phone center.  If he didn't have those phones I'd rarely hear from him at all, when he calls on them they are usually rushed calls.  But hey, I'm just glad to hear his voice.  In regards to email access, unfortunately that also isn't as readily available you'd think - last night I got the 3rd email since he's arrived in Iraq back in September.

Have a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Kelli Wagner - wife of Sgt. Matthew J. Wagner (Charlie Company - Waterloo, IA)

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Dear Iowa’s Bravest, 

I just wanted to drop you a note and say a big Thank You! for your care package.  I can’t stress how great it feels to have the support of people and organizations like yours.  I know I can’t possibly thank everyone involved, but thanks again!

CPL Adam Throne

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Ladies & Gents of Iowa’s Bravest,

Thanks to all of you on behalf of the Marines of Battery C.  The care packages were much welcomed.  The though and care going into your efforts was welcomed.

Semper Fi,

1st Sgt. J.D. Carlson

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you so much for everything.  It meant more then I could explain.  I’m proud to be serving in the Army and I can’t wait to return home.

Sincerely,

SPC Cameron Baethke

Son of Edwin Baethke – JD, EW

Step-son of Susan Baethke – JD, SPO



Thank you for your kind gesture.  The packages were well received by my Marines.  It is a true blessing that we have your thoughts, prayers and support back home.  I say for all of C Battery 1/14, God Bless You.

Staff SGT Lane Cains

Waterloo Marine Reserves



26 November 2005

Dear Iowa Bravest, 

I wanted to personally write a letter to thank you for your care package.  I really enjoyed everything that was in the package and it means a lot to all of us over here that you took the time to put care packages together for us.  Everything in the package will come in handy at one point in the deployment.  I really can’t express how much I appreciated all the stuff in there and I just wanted to say thank you very much.

Thank you,

LCPL Luke Larson

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Thank you, thank you, thank you!

What an awesome box you put together.  You all must be expert packers because every space in that box had some goodies in it!

Thank you for the wonderful package – it made my day.  I can’t tell you how much your support means.  It makes me proud to be from Iowa!  This past year I have been to Afghanistan, New Orleans and now Iraq – but this is my first Christmas away.

Thanks for making it better.

CPT Erin Whitney – Cedar Falls High School Graduate of 1992.



Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you for your thoughts and prayers.  They are an important part of this deployment.  Knowing people back home are supporting us motivates us and keeps us going.  Thanks again and everything will be put to good use.

Sincerely, 

Steve Lortz

Waterloo Marine Reserve



Thanks so much for the package.  It’s great to know how much we’re being thought of back in cold, wonderful Iowa.  We can’t wait to get back and see everyone again.  We’re also proud to have the chance to do our part for freedom, in spite of the sacrifices we make.

Regards,

LCPL Greenlee, Jonathan

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Iowa’s Bravest Committee,

I want to thank you so much for what you are doing for the troops.  It is great.  If you only knew how much this meant to us.  It takes your mind off the battle and puts you at home (that happy place) and that is a morale booster.  And that is what gets us through.  This is my 3rd deployment and by far this is the best care package I have received.  I can’t thank you enough.

Thanks for the support.

SSG Hinkle, Chad – From Iowa Falls, - Hello Waterloo!!!

Nephew of Robert Hinkle – JD, SPO



We are well.  Working side by side with Iraqi soldiers we know that we are doing the right thing.  It is good to know that we are doing the right thing.  It is good to know that those of you back home remember that we are here.  I pray we never forget that these people are here starting a “new” nation.

THANK YOU!

SFC Paul Ramirez



Thank you very much for taking the time to send me the care package.  I really appreciate it.  It means a lot to me and everyone else here.

No Name



Hello All at Iowa’s Bravest,

I wanted to tell you how much I appreciated the package and letters of encouragement, thank you very much!  My last tour here I didn’t see this type of support; it was one of my personal goals to work on the morale and quality of life for my soldiers.  We have been here for about 10 months and just a couple more left.  I grew up in both Waterloo and Evansdale so it’s nice to hear back from the same area.

If you would like to know more about my Reconnaissance Troop and our missions you can check a site called “anysoldier.com”, I’ve posted updates as well as photos.  Just click on the “where to send” tab and look for my name under the 1 November date.  Again thank you for all the support.  Take care and hope to hear from you again but any correspondence must be sent to us by the 5th of December.  Best wishes and Happy Holidays to all of you and your family.

Sincerely,

James Mortimer Jr. – 1SG, US Army

Son of Kitty – ARAMARK

Hello All,

Just again wanted to say thanks for everything you’re doing to help comfort us over here.  You are all definitely making a difference and your efforts are noticed!  I added a couple of the newsletters me and my commander send out monthly to keep our families and close friends updated.  If there is anything I or my unit can do to help your cause please let me know.  Please pass a “Hey” for me to Melissa Moore.  

Thanks again.

1SGT James Mortimer Jr. – East High Class of 1986

US Army

james.e.mortimer@us.army.mil



Iowa’s Bravest and all those who contributed ~ 

Thank-you very much for everything and your thoughts and support.  The contents of the package will be put to great use.  It is very nice and comforting to know that there are many back home who support us and what we do.  Thanks again and God Bless!

Sincerely,

SPC O’Connor, Matthew J.

US Army – 113th Calvary



WOW, It’s almost not fair of you to send this picture of the water park but I will forgive you because of the awesome package.  Thanks a lot it means a lot.  I’m LCPL Richardson out of Cedar Rapids.  I’m 19.  We are the Marine Reserve unit in Waterloo, C Battery 1/14 now connected to 5/14 AS.  I’m sure you know. 

I work in one of the prisons here.  It’s not too bad, I enjoy being around the guys so I don’t miss home quite as much.  Thanksgiving is in 2 days.  It makes me think of Mom and all the good things she cooks.

Thanks for everything.

Sincerely,

LCPL Tyler J. Richardson

Waterloo Marine Reserves

Fyi.  The Waterloo Convention & Visitors Bureau donates postcards that have a variety of scenes from the Waterloo area including one of the Lost Island Water Park.  We provide these to the soldiers so that they can let us know their package arrived.



I want to thank all of you for this package.  I was shocked to see all the stuff you were able to fit in it.  I took it all out to look at it and was only able to fit about ½ of it back in there.

Nice packing job Nick Brockman.

Again, thanks to everyone and we all love the support.

LCPL Travis Hodges

Charlie Battery – USMC

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Thank you for the package.  I am offering the contents to all those around me and it is appreciated.  Being part of Rolling Thunder is a great way to stay in touch.

Joel Wester

Friend of Tom Robinson



23 November 2005

Thank you Iowa’s Bravest for the donations and volunteers supporting our deployment.

Additional Praise:

I would like to thank all the volunteers and local businesses that provided us with an outstanding care package.  It made my day.  Thank you and Happy Holidays!

LCPL Ryan Theilen

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Thank you for the care packages.  Your thoughts and support are greatly appreciated.  

LCPL Joshua Minikus 

Waterloo Marine Reserves

Nephew of Bruce Mueller – JD, WAS

Nephew of Sandy Goings – Cedar Valley Medical Specialist



Thank you so much for the packages.  It’s great to have your support.

LCPL Andrew Mohn

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Thank you for the time and consideration.

LCPL Nicolas Briseno

Waterloo Marine Reserves



OORAH, thank you very much for the delicious snacks and goodies.  Thanks for the support.

CLPL Dustin Wiebold

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Thank you so much for the care packages.  We really appreciate your support.  It makes our time here that much easier.

CPL Adam Throne

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Well, I’ll start with thank you for all the goodies.  I know it had to take a long time to do all those packages.  Thank you again and God Bless.

LCPL Lance Clark

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Thank you for your support and the care packages.  They are greatly appreciated.

LCPL Zynan Hill

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Thank you for the great care packages.  I know they made everyone’s day.  It’s nice to know people back in Iowa are thinking of us.

LCPL Ryan Barta

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Thank you for your time and thoughts. 

SGT Ensunsa

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Thank you for all your support.  It definitely makes a difference out here.

LCPL Carrillo

Waterloo Marine Reserves



Iowa’s Bravest 

I truly appreciate the care package.  It means a lot to me.  It is making time go so much faster and I can’t thank you enough.  It’s people like you all that make me want to return to Iowa so much more as soon as possible.

Thanks again.

LCPL Dave Wiebold

Waterloo Marine Reserves



To all of you involved with Iowa’s Bravest I want to thank you with all of our hearts.  The package was wonderful and it is a great reminder of how great the people of our country are.  It is much appreciated.  Thank you.

SSGT Matt Hale

Waterloo Marine Reserve



Dear Group,

Thank you so much for the wonderful care package with all the goodies in it.  It’s nice to know that others, besides our families, think of us.

More importantly, Thank You for sending me a piece of home.  No matter how bad things may get, thoughts of Iowa make them a little better………..

TSGT Pamela Anderson – US Air Force, Balad AB, Iraq

Daughter of Bonnie Anderson - Waterloo



Thank you so much for the care package.  My fellow Airmen here and I really enjoyed it.  The easy mac was REALLY good!  I thought I’d tell you who exactly you sent the package to.  My name is A1C Samuel Hauptly and I come from Dunkerton, IA.  I’m currently serving @ Balad AB Iraq.  My job here is fixing radios which are used to control aircraft throughout the Iraq Theater.

Thank you again!

A1C Samuel J. Hauptly – US Air Force, Balad AB, Iraq

Son of Susan Hauptly - Dunkerton



Thank you so much for the package of goodies and the messages of support.  Other people here have received similar packages from different organizations, but the one you sent to me was the biggest, most generous, most jam-packed with useful items I’ve seen yet.

Thanks again for your support!

Mike Delagardelle

Brother-in-law of Eileen Delagardelle, JD - SPO



Thank you so much for supporting us Iowa Boys over here!  Every piece of mail is a little piece of home and helps us get by.

We all hope to make it home soon!  God I miss Iowa!

LCPL Nick Briseno

Waterloo Marine Reserves



29 November 2005

I received the care package that the team from Iowa's Bravest put together.  I am truly amazed by the amount of participation, time and care that your team and the community put into these packages.  You can not imagine how much it means to us service members to receive something which so obviously shows how much people are behind us.  It is one thing to receive a care package but quite another to receive one with letters, wishes from our co-workers, and a cd from the radio station.  It certainly means a lot.

 

I am in an unfortunate situation where I do not have access to postal services but do have some postcards I will be sending when I go back to Kabul or someone visits the site here in Tajikistan.  I was fortunate enough to go to Kabul for Thanksgiving where we had quite a feast and I was able to pick up my mail in which some had been sitting there for a month.

 

When we get our communications running, I plan on forwarding you some pictures as requested.  I am using our contractors' email service right now which just doesn't handle attachments well.

 

Please extend my gratitude to all involved.  I know an email doesn't quite cut it but is the best I am able to do at the moment.  Once again, thank you and I hope you and everyone else involved have a great holiday season.

 

David Chrestman – Employee of John Deere Power Systems

In Afghanistan with the Army National Guard

 



Just wanted to let you know that I spoke with my husband today and he had received his package.  He was grateful.  He sends his thanks and appreciation.  
Thanks so much...Have a Happy Thanksgiving.
Jodi Canfield – Wife of Leslie Canfield – 134th Medical Unit – Army National Guardsmen



My Mom just happened to be on the phone with my brother when they delivered your box to him.  She said he was VERY EXCITED!  He could not believe how generous people who didn’t even know him were.  It made him feel like a million bucks.  Unfortunately, time is not something he has lots of over there and he probably has not been able to thank you appropriately yet.  But I thank you from the bottom of my heart.

My Girl Scout troop had a great time packing boxes and were amazed how much stuff the soldiers received.  Next year I think we’d like to play a bigger part if you would allow us.  

Thank you so much for thinking of my brother.

Tracy Platte – Sister of Thomas Conn who is serving his 2nd tour of Iraq with the Army



We heard our son Leslie got your package on November 22nd and was very grateful for it.

Thanks.

Lenard Canfield – Father of Leslie Canfield - 134th Medical Unit of the Army National Guard.



Hello,

My name is Spc. Mark Shirley and I am from the 134th Med. Co. out of Washington, Ia.  I wanted to write and thank you, and everyone else at the Iowa’s Bravest Program for our holiday care packages.  It looks like a great deal of hard work and care went into preparing those packages for the soldiers.  I received a letter from an 8th grade student named Eric Harbaugh from Central Middle School, in my package.  I would like to respond to his letter.  However there is a problem.  I don't know the school's address or e-mail.  I was wondering if you could e-mail that information to me?  It would be easier for me at this point to correspond via the schools e-mail, verses sending hand written letters.  I am at a FOB and I only receive standard mail about once a week.  Once again Thank You for your group’s hard work in bringing a piece of home to us in Iraq.

Thank You,

Mark Shirley

Army National Guard

Friend of Mike Smith - JDWW



Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

I just wanted to drop you a note and say a big thank you for your package!  I can’t stress how great it feels to have the support of people and organizations like yours.  I know I can’t possible thank everyone involved, but thanks again!

CPL Adam Throne

Marine Reserves



25 November 2005

I received a call from Gary Reel and he wanted to let us know that his son Jason received his package on Thanksgiving Day.  Jason has been involved in the battle along the Syrian border of Iraq and had not been able to talk to his family for over a month.  They were thrilled to finally get the chance to talk to him.  He told them that it was like Christmas when he got back to his base – there were 6 boxes waiting for him.  Jason said that the Iowa’s Bravest box had a lot of good “sh__” stuff in it and he asked his Dad to call us personally to thank us all for the gift.  Gary said it was unlikely that we’d receive a written thank-you because even after 3 tours of Iraq, Jason doesn’t write his family often.  Jason will be getting out of the Marines in March and his goal is to go to college when he gets back to the states.  Jason is a 1999 graduate of Waterloo West High.

Jason Reel – US Marine

Son of Gary and Laura Reel - Waterloo



20 November 2005

I JUST received this from my daughter and wanted you to know...THANK YOU SO MUCH!

Hey! I got a great package from Iowa’s Bravest.  I am guessing you sent them my name. It was PACKED full of goodies. They must do a lot of these, bc they surely had the packaging down. I haven’t had a chance to go through all of it, yet, but I am looking forward to it.  They did a great job! 
THANKS AGAIN....

Erin Whitney – Army (Erin served in Afghanistan and is now in Iraq)

Daughter of Carolyn Sandkamp



19 November 2005

I just talked to Steve (my Iowa's Bravest) and he has received the wonderful package you sent to him.  He said it is 'way cool'.  I can't believe that term is still around....or maybe around again.  Thank you so much for all you have done for the men and women of the Armed Forces.  It is special for him and for me as his mother.

Thanks again, Kate Thorpe

Steve Thorpe earned a Purple Heart and Silver Star in Iraq.  He is now serving in the Army in Afghanistan.



