The Iowa’s Bravest Committee would like to thank everyone that made this project a success.   As you read through these messages that we have received from our Iowa’s Bravest men and women serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, you will see how much our effort was apprececiated.   We have touched a lot of lives and have made a difference!  To-date we have sent almost 1,200 packages to our brave men and women.  Thanks again.
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09 June 2006

I wanted to send my sincere thank you for the care packages which your organization provided to the Soldiers of my company here in Iraq.  We received the packages you sent a few weeks after we arrived here in Iraq.  Needless to say, it was a hard time for many of the soldiers as they had made their final good-byes to their loved ones and were adjusting to their new surroundings in Iraq.  The time of the packages could not have been better and helped demonstrate to the soldiers the level of support we have from home.

Thank you for your kind gesture.  It went a long ways to help the soldiers.

Todd P. Prichard

CPT, IN

Commanding

Department of the Army

Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 133rd Infantry Regiment (AASLT)

Picture of Flag 

Copy of Letter
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It really makes me so glad that I come from a community that cares so much about their soldiers. I got my box from Iowa’s Bravest.   Many of those items have come in quite handy.   Just knowing people like you are back home supporting us gives us the moral and fortitude needed to complete this deployment. 
It is continuing to get hotter. It’s been over 120º F for some time now and it seems to be rising. We measured 115º F inside our tent the other day, and that’s with air conditioning on. I don’t think my body adjusts too well to the heat. But those neck coolers sure come in handy that you guys sent!   We throw them in our cooler and in about an hour they turn into giant ice cubes and really cool us down.
Our missions have gotten longer and our mission load tougher as we are starting to rotate guys home for their leave, but it makes the time go by faster. I think we’re all just waiting for 2 more months to go by so we can ease out of the hot season!   

I’m taking care of the boys the best I can. Being a medic is kind of a full time job. I got awakened at midnight the other night to help a Marine who was staying with us who had an allergic reaction. He’s okay, nothing a potent dose of Benadryl can’t handle! 
Thanks again for all your support. 
Jason Boesen
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Thank you so much for the care package and all your wonderful words.  You really know how to brighten someone’s day.  It’s nice to know there are many people at home who care.

Thanx,

Autumn Ayers Leinsger
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Dear Iowa’s Bravest

Thank you very much for the care package.  It has and will continue to help me through this deployment.  Thank you for your concern and support.

SPC Bixenstine
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Thanks for the care package!  Life is good here in Iraq.  Enjoying the sun and seeing a lot of camels and sheep.  I’m actually from MN but am attached to the unit from Iowa.  Hope all is well back home.

2LT Tatro, Pat
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Thank you!  Just two words hardly big enough to express our gratitude for your support.  One of your packages was the only piece of mail one of our soldiers has received since we started our deployment seven months ago.  Your support means more then you think.

Thanks again.

SSG Adamson, Chad
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Thank you for all your support.  It is highly appreciated.

SSG Andrew J. Way
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WOW!

What a great package.  It exploded when I opened it.  It was an excellent gift and the guys greatly enjoyed the packages.  Good job and I thank you for your support.

SSG Michael Renoe
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This was printed in the Waterloo Courier on 04 June 2006.

Thanks for the Packages.

On behalf of the entire “Ironman” Battalion 1-133rd Infantry Iowa National Guard, we would like to express our gratitude for your generous care packages.  We have approximately 650 personnel currently deployed in support of our mission in Iraq and almost half have received a care package from your organization.

Nothing raises our soldiers’ morale faster then a package from home.  We appreciate all the donations and hard work your organization went to in providing us the service.

Everything in the packages went to good use.  Most of the consumable products went fast but we still have the numerous flags and drawings from local children on our office walls.

Your commitment and patriotism is a true testament to the entire community from which our battalion is based.  Thank you for helping our battalion and the Iowa National Guard through this deployment.  It makes our organization proud to be a part of a caring community and state.

Thank you for the continued support.

Lt. Col. Benjamin Corell and Command Sgt. Maj. Joel Arnold
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To Whom,

I received my box approximately 1 week ago.  I was very pleased of all the snacks and stuff that were in the care package.  I will probably use everything or give to a fellow soldier.  I would like to tell you where I’m at but that could cause some problems.  So I’ll tell you that I’m in the Middle East.  Again, thank you for making my day.  Keep up the support.  Send me your email address and I will send you some pictures of my base.  Last night I saw a camel spider.  We have had several sandstorms the sand gets everywhere. 

Thank you again.

SFC Joel Laird
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Thank You from Iraq

I am currently stationed in Iraq with 1-133 In Bn and I want to thank everyone involved in the Iowa's Bravest Project for sending these packages to us.  Although these packages were designed for the holiday seasons, they went out of their way to ensure that we received them here.  It was a welcomed breather and a good emotional feeling to open them and see the love and care that was packaged with them.  Thanks for the wonderful snacks and the kind words that were written by everyone, especially the young children who wrote their hearts thoughts in the cards, I wish I had your names to thank you personally.  God Bless each one of you and look forward to seeing everyone when we all come home!!!!

Alan Mast

Al Asad, Iraq
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Hello-
I just got a care package from your organization. I am with the 1-133 from Waterloo here in Al Asad, Iraq.  You guys must have sent a couple hundred of those. They were very nice and very appreciated. I never expected anyone I did not know would send me something. The snacks and supplies will go to good use. Sometimes when I watch the news and see all the people protesting and politicians talking about how wrong we are here I wonder if anyone cares about the Soldiers over here. All the guys thought what you did for us was pretty special. I just wanted to tell everyone who was involved thanks. Don't quit supporting us and keep us in your prayers. Iowa is a great place and I miss it alot. We are proud to be here and not complaining. God bless you all and from the bottom of my heart thank you-it made a difference.

Serving proudly in Iraq
SFC Michael J. Smith
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Thank you so much for the support and the many treats.  It’s not easy being away from family, friends, home and country but this does help.
Thanx!

Sgt. R Sego
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This water park (on postcard that was sent) looks way too inviting.  Especially here in Iraq.  LOL.  Thank you very much for everything.  It’s very heartwarming to get support in the mail, our thing over here consists of a lot of convoy activity, so keep us in your prayers.  May God bless and it’s an honor and a pleasure to serve this great country.

Your Friend,

Spc. Tommy Baltierra
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Thanks for the care package – everything is greatly appreciated.  I know my soldiers really liked it, I did.  Your support is greatly appreciated.

Thanks Much.

1LT Kyle Obrecht
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Thank you so much for the care package.  I really liked the Iowa Conservationist Magazine.  Reminded me of good times spent camping.

Thanks again.

SSG Anthony Stokka
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Thank you for all the cool stuff and snacks.  You are awesome!  It really makes me feel good to know so many people care enough to go through all that work.

SSG Kent Siems

Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

[image: image19.png]



Thank you for everything.  The things that I don’t enjoy will be greatly appreciated by my fellow soldiers.  You are some of the reasons we are here so in essence thank you.  Everyone here is a volunteer but that doesn’t mean we don’t need support.  Thank you again from myself, my family and my fellow soldiers.

Sincerely,

Jim Bodensteiner

John Deere Waterloo Works – DSS, Dept. 635
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Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you so much for the care package.  It will come in handy on our missions.

SPC Charlie Chapman 
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Dear Iowa’s Bravest Volunteers,

Thank you very much for the wonderful care package.  This is a huge moral boost for everyone here from the great state of Iowa.  Volunteers like your group makes one proud to serve in the military and being an American.  We appreciate all of the support and prayers that your group does for us.

Thanks again,

SGT Timothy R. Fee
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Dear Committee Members,

Thank you so much for your care package.  We all appreciate all you do for us as well.  May God bless each and every one of you!  Our job is a long and difficult one, but with your thoughtfulness may it make it easier to do.

Thank you again,

SGT Philip Yakish
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Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

I would like to thank you for the package and the lovely and caring notes.  I thank you.  It’s nice to receive something like that.

PFC W. Cullum
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I’d like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who’s involved with Iowa’s Bravest.  It truly uplifts the hearts and spirits of whoever receives gifts from supportive people back home.  It’s just one of the reasons that make our efforts worth it.  Please keep sending packages to soldiers all over the globe, it is worth every cent.  It’s very humbling knowing there are supporters of the soldiers and willing to volunteer their time to support us.  THANK YOU!  From of Iowa’s Bravest.
SSG Jason Hughes
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Dear Iowa’s Bravest Volunteers,

I greatly appreciate you prayers and praises, not just for myself but my troops as well.  The packages you sent put a smile on our faces.  You have helped remind of what’s important.  Thank you may God watch over you and yours.

Sincerely,

Rod Harris
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Hi,

Thanks for the care package.  I will use what is in it.  Thanks for caring we are glad someone cares.  Send some more, so we can write to more people and talk to people back home.

John Fortune
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Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you for the package of items you sent me.  I appreciate it very much.

SGT Melissa Mims
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During my deployment I have received many messages of support.  These messages come friends I know as well as those I don’t know and every one means a lot.  I try not to think about the time I am away from my three children and wife.  It saddens me but I believe this is a just cause and it is nice to hear others feel the same way!

Thanks.

SSG Recker
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Hello,

I would like to thank you for the package that you sent to me.  I really appreciate getting it.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Sgt James Peterson
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I received a package from your organization and would like to express my thanks.  It was a great surprise!

I enjoyed all that you sent and want you to know that your support is appreciated.  Thanks again!

Lt.  Gray
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Well I just returned from a long 3 day mission.  I was feeling drained and beat up.  When I found out I had mail I was feeling a lot better.  All the guys on my squad loved all the snacks and enjoyed reading what everyone back home wrote.  Thank you for your prayers and all the support.  Little things like this make a big impression.

Thanks.

PFC Ryan Gericke
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Thank you for your support and thinking of all the troops here in Iraq.  Your care package was greatly appreciated and will be well used.  Once again thanks for taking the time to think about us.  We appreciate all the things that people at home do for us and can’t wait to be back with them all.

2LT Tyson Trunkhill
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To everyone at home who supports the troops, thank you.  It is a great feeling to know there are citizens back at home who appreciate our sacrifice and go out of their way to comfort us.  Receiving packages and letters from grateful people like yourselves is what makes our job worthwhile and knowing you are safe at home with your families and loved ones makes all our sacrifices worth it.  Thank you for the gifts, and most of all, your support.

Sincerely,

SPC Ben Dickerson
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Thank you so very much for the gift package!  The letters and all the sentiments warmed my heart.  There is definitely a lot of Iowa in the package.  By that I mean that being from Iowa makes me so proud because of the wonderful people and the openness that is felt by those who both come from Iowa and who visit.

All of us soldiers over here are so grateful for wonderful people and organizations like you at home!

Sincerely,

2LT Tony Christoph
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Dear Iowa’s Bravest Volunteers,

I greatly appreciate your prayers and praises, not just for myself but my troops as well.  The packages you sent put a smile on our faces.  You have helped remind us of what’ important.  Thank you may God watch over you and yours.

Sincerely,

SSG R. J. Harris
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Thank you so much for your generous package.  Those kind of contributions from everyone back home really do help moral of soldiers so far away.  Sometimes we feel we live in a world of our own here and just when we need it, a touch of home surprises us.  Thanks again.

SGT J. Dennis
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Iowa’s Bravest Organization,
WOW, thank you for all the letters, snacks and other gifts.  It is really great to see so many people and businesses behind the soldiers here in Iraq from Iowa.  All your work is very appreciated.  Getting mail always brightens a soldier’s day.  I had no problem putting to use all the great stuff you decided to send.  Things here are going well so far.  We are all pretty well settled in by now and getting the missions down well.  I am enjoying everything we are tasked to do and feel it is making a difference for the better.  Once again I must mention it is great to have so much support back home.  I hope you are all having a good time and enjoying all the freedoms we have back home.

Thank you,

SPC Daniel Webster
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Thank you for the package, it makes a real difference.  A special thank you to the little ones who helped out.
SSG Randy W. Horn
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Thank you for your support and care package.  My men and I are all doing well and our spirits are high.  We all received a care package last week.  For some of my guys it has been their only mail.  If made a lot of Joe’s days.  God bless you all.  You remind me why I am here.

SGT David Gossard
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Dear Everyone!

Thanks for the great boxes.  They are filled with awesome things.  The work gloves are really nice and very handy.  Many guys have shared their contents with others who didn’t get a box.  Thanks for your demonstration of support!
Chaplain 1LT Leach
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