These are the notes we have received so far from our Iowa’s Bravest that are bravely serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Because of your generosity, our Iowa’s Bravest are remembered by their communities, supported for their efforts and we are forever grateful to them for the sacrifices made by them and their families.

THANKS so much for taking the time to care.

********

January 8, 2011
Thank you for the wonderful care package.  We all appreciate the boxes!  All is well in AFG and time is passing quickly which is a good thing.

Please extend our thanks to all who helped make it possible to put these packages together.  Thank You!

Lt William Stratford

********

January 2011

Thank you so much for the package.  It has come in very hand and I appreciate the kind gesture.  I just want to say that the packages you sent have provided a little bit of home for us.

Thanks again,

Joseph Balk

********

January 16, 2011

Thanks so much for the generous care package.  It is great to know that so many people back home support us.  Take care and thanks again.

Neal Sauerberg

********

January 16, 2011

Thank you so much for the package I received from you.  Your thoughtfulness and support is greatly appreciated by everyone you send packages to.  

It really is knowing the support is there that keeps us going.  Thanks again and may God bless you all.

SSG Thomas Cunningham

********

November 19, 2010

I received your gift and I greatly appreciate it.  Your generous gift has warmed my heart.  Thank you Iowa’s Bravest, Dana Berning and Janice Smith of Benton County Raceway.  People like you make it all worth the risk and I am honored to serve you and our great country.  God Bless and Happy Holidays. 

Thank you.

SPC Clint Wilkinson

********

November 10, 2010

Yes, I received the care package, Thank You!

I really enjoyed everything in the box.  Thanks again.

SGT Ryan Harkey

********

November 14, 2010

My gifts arrived in great shape.  Thank you!

********

November 14, 2010

Hi, I SPC Johll from Dubuque and the guys here and I appreciate what you guys do for us.  Sometimes the simplest things can make our day over here.

SPC Johll

********

December 20, 2010

Thank you for the wonderful care package.  It means so much that there are people back home supporting us.

Sincerely,

SGT Elizabeth Wiedeman – Iowa National Guard
********

December 20, 2010

Thank-you for the box of goodies; and they came in great demand since a majority of our locations do not have a PX or store to buy things.

Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

R/S

SFC Randy Renniston

********

January 3, 2011

To Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you very much for your packages, letters and for all your support.

Sheila Schaffer – Iowa National Guard
********

December 22, 2010

Thank you so much for the care package.  It was so full of goodies that I shared some with my fellow Marines.  I appreciated all the holiday cards and wishes so much.  I can’t wait to come back to Iowa.

Sincerely,  

LCPL Austin James Kaus – US Marine Corps

********

December 10, 2010

Thanks so very much for the wonderful care package.  Thanks also to the Son’s of Amvets – Evansdale Post #31.  I have enjoyed the goodies, stocking and assorted fun items too!  We rely on our packages as there is no PX here, but we do have a small shop.  The Christmas cards and support for us has meant so much.  Wishing you all blessed holidays and to keep us in your thoughts and prayers until we are all home again.

Gratefully,

SPC Angie Orth – Iowa National Guard

********

Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you so much for the package.  It is nice to see that people are caring and are thinking and praying for us back home.  Thank you so much for your generosity.

God bless you all!  Happy Holidays!

PFC Glen Geerts – Iowa National Guard

Thanks a lot for the gift.  It means a lot to us.  Thanks for your support.

SGT Robert Wegner

********

December 20, 2010

Thank you for supporting us.  It means a lot to receive stuff from back home.  Thanks again.

Ed Gibbs – Earlville, IA

********

December 20, 2010

Thank you so much for the package of goodies.  There was a nice card from a “Carlee” asking me to write her back, but I’m afraid there wasn’t a return address.  If there is anyway I could get that I would love to send a little note to Carlee.  Thanks so much for your support.

2LT Clint Holtz – Iowa Army National Guard
********

Thank you for sending this care package.  It means a lot.

SPC Beadle – Iowa Army National Guard

********

I did receive the gift – I was overwhelmed with all of the items!  It definitely brought a smile to my face !!  You have a wonderful program.  Thank you so very much!

Josh

********

December 20, 2010

Thanks so much for the box of goodies.  It was so much I had to share with everyone, I couldn’t eat it all.  Thanks again it was very appreciated and unexpected.  

Jeffrey Doelz

********

December 20, 2010

I received your package in good spirits and thank you very much for the thoughts and prayers.  I will greatly enjoy everything I received in the package.

Sincerely,

PFC Jack Annood

********

December 20, 2010

Gift received and greatly appreciated.  Always nice to receive packages from home.

Cpl  
********

December 20, 2010

Iowa’s Bravest,

I want to thank you very much for the care package, it is very much appreciated!  You are a wonderful group of people!  This is definitely a morale booster for us soldiers!  Have a great holiday season!

PFC Tyler Parker – Bellinger

********

December 27, 2010

Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you all so much for the package with your thoughts and prayers!

SPC Martin

********

December 20, 2010

Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you much.  A little piece of home goes a long way here in Afghanistan.  I am happy to serve for such grateful and caring people back home.

James Vick – Atkins, IA

Iowa Army National Guard
********

December 20, 2010

Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

I just wanted to thank you for the best care package ever!  You guys did an awesome job, keep up the good work.  We look forward to a safe and speedy return home.

Once again thank you for your support and endless time and effort to put these packages together.

Thank you.

SSG Ricky Ayala

********

December 10, 2010

Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

I received your box much to my delight.  I greatly enjoyed the letters from the kids.  I have them up on my wall.  The snacks are also greatly appreciated.  Thank you for your love and support.

PFC Zachariah Hurd

********

December 10, 2010

Thanks so much for the package.  It was a nice lift at this time of year!

Strike first!

1SG David Crowley – Iowa Army National Guard
********

December 17, 2010

Thank you so much!  I really appreciate what you are doing through Iowa’s Bravest to send thoughts and prayers!  Oh, can’t forget the goodies!!! I shared with my other Soldiers and we all loved it.  It’s nice to know you are thinking about us and to know you all care.  Much love to you all, happy holidays!

Kasey Walker – U.S. Army

********

12 Nov 2010

This is Specialist Christopher Nieman of C Co 1-133, born and raised in Waverly.  To begin I would like to say thank you so much for going the extra mile to help support us over here in Afghanistan.  The snacks are great, but just hearing from people close to home was enough to brighten my day.  I appreciate the effort to put this all together.  I loved the letters in the package.  I wrote back to them too.  The food will be a great help for days when we have long missions that make us miss out on chow and all the extra little things will be put to good use when necessary.  It was also nice to see a little hint of Christmas; I hadn’t even begun to think of the holiday season.  It was a very nice gesture.

Sincerely, 

SPC Nieman – Iowa Army National Guard

********

18 Dec 2010

Iowa’s Bravest ~ 

Thank you for taking the time to send my husband a package while he’s overseas!  It’s nice to know that others are thinking of him while he’s away from us.

Thanks again and I hope you all have a Merry Christmas!

Kristy Ward and Kaleb and Kypton.  

Family of Benjamin Ward – Iowa Army National Guard

********

Thank you so much for the package.  Everything was excellent.

SPC Curtis Olson – Iowa Army National Guard

********

I got your package, thank you very much.  I appreciate it a lot.  Thanks again!

SPC Charles Aldrich

********

Got it!  Thank you and Thank God for your program.  We all loved everything about it.  Everything is going well here for us.

God Bless.

SSG Cook

********

Hey, thank you so much for the package, it really does mean a lot to us to get things like that especially when we know people took time out of their day to make.  And it’s good to see what the younger people think of what’s going on.  So once again, thank you for all you have done.

Sincerely, 

Jaclyn Smith  

********

07 Dec 2010

Thank you for the care packages.  There are 15 people in my platoon and everyone enjoyed all the goodies.  It is very difficult to be away from home for such a long period of time especially during the holidays.  It is nice to know people back home support the troops and we all appreciate it very much.  Thank you.

SFC Chad Hoffman – U.S. Army Reserves

********

03 Dec 2010

Hey, I would like to say thank you for the box of goodies I received.  It is very nice to receive mail when you are so far away from loved ones.  Again thank you so much.

PFC Green

********

14 Dec 2010

Thank you so much for the box of goodies!  I can’t eat it all myself, but will gladly share.  It means the world to us that you care.  We couldn’t be here without your support.  I am grateful for your service.

Very Sincerely,

MSG Carol Whitmore – Waterloo, IA

********

Hello, my name is SGT Maggie Passer.  I am currently serving at Bagram Airfield in Afghanistan with A Co, 334th BSB out of Camp Dodge, Johnston, Iowa.  Thank you very much for the box of goodies.  I enjoyed the cards from the kids very much.

Again, thank you.

SGT Maggie Passer – Iowa Army National Guard

********

09 Dec 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you very much for your generosity.  Your care package was a very pleasant surprise.  Please convey my gratitude to all involved.

Best regards,

CPL Henderson – Iowa Army National Guard

********

01 Dec 2010

Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you for everything you are doing.  Your support is very important to us out here.  Thank you for the thoughtful package.  My Marines and I have enjoyed everything you sent and we wish you all a good holiday season.

1LT J.B Bathen – U.S. Marines

********

12 Dec 2010

We thank you on behalf of our Battalion for your support during our deployment.

God Bless and Godspeed!

Chaplain Daniel Sparks – Iowa Army National Guard

********

09 Dec 2010

Hey, thanks for all you guys do for us, it means a lot to us.

Tyler Bryant – Iowa Army National Guard.

********

09 Dec 2010

Thank you for the box.  As a fellow Iowan receiving your items gives me the strength to continue the fight.

1SG Pint

********

22 Nov 2010

Thank you Iowa’s Bravest and the Nashua – Plainfield High School for donating your time and money to send me and other Soldiers your wonderful care packages.  Thank you for all of your support!

Sincerely,

Josh Patrie – Iowa Army National Guard

********

09 Dec 2010

Thank you so mu7ch for the care package.  It really means a lot knowing we have so much support back home.

Thanks again.

CPL Jarrod Weichert

********

09 December 2010

Hi,

This is PFC Corey Van Otegham from C Co, 1-133rd.  I wanted to say thank you for the care package.  There’s nothing else like seeing that I got mail and especially if it’s a package!  It’s like Christmas x 10.  I haven’t received any letters or packages from my community yet, besides from relatives so it really means a lot to me that I would get a simple thank you from a complete stranger than from any of the members of my own community.

I’m from Victor, Iowa.  I grew up on a dairy, beef and crops farm.  I played football, baseball and ran track in High School while also being in the National Honor Society.  I went on to Iowa State University to pursue a bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Education.  I went off to basic and infantry training on January 2nd, graduated the 23rd of April, had about 5 weeks of Army training in the summer and deployed August 3rd, so I’ve been busy this year.  I can’t wait to get back to school and be with my girlfriend Nessa who also goes to Iowa State. 

Once again, thanks for the package!

PFC Corey Van Otegham – Iowa Army National Guard

********

15 Dec 2010

I would just like to say thanks to the folks back home for the thoughtfulness!!!!  Merry Christmas from Afghanistan.  I shared with my guys all the goodies you sent!!!  Keep up the good work, we all appreciate your efforts.

	Wayne Loveland

	 
	


********

27 Nov 2010

I just arrived at my station today and there was a care package. I started to read the letters from kids. I started crying, tears of joy. This one kid Drew asked about me and told me about himself. It is a reminder of why we are here. I loved those letters sometimes our own kids take us for granted and forget to write. That’s ok I still love my girls. I was sooo happy to be thought of. They are all our kids really, that is why we are here. Thank you everyone soooo much.

Sheila Schaeffer

********

06 Dec 2010

Julie, I want to thank you for the box you sent me.  It makes me feel like 

I'm doing the right thing everyday I'm here when I know there are Americans like you out there who care.  I fight for our great country knowing that I'm defending people like you and those like you.  I will always remember that there are good people out there who support the Soldiers that defend our rights and freedoms.  God Bless You and people like you.

1SG Donald Pint

********

14 Dec 2010

I would like to say thank you to all my friends that were willing to take the time to send me a gift box with food, cards, letters, and pictures of our trip. I have everything you send hanging in my office so I can view them everyday. I am looking forward to the time when we can visit and talk about the trip we went on and what has been going on in everybody’s life. The Soldiers look forward to the gift boxes that you send because it means that people at home care/ A lot of you have been away from home and have served your country during the holidays and know how much things like this mean. I am very proud to serve and protect our country and my friends. Someday I hope the world will be safe so Soldiers no longer will have to be away from their families and friends, especially during the holidays.

Thank You for your thoughts, letters and prayers.   
-- 
CW2 Todd Kieffer

********

05 Dec 2010

I just received my Holiday care package.  What a wonderful surprise!  My most favorite thing was the Christmas stocking with my name on it.  I have it hanging on the post of my bunk bed and smile whenever I look at it. The handmade Christmas cards were so much fun to read through. I
will keep them always.

Although it will be very difficult to be away from my husband, children and family this year, it will be much easier knowing that there are so many loving Iowans back home that are thinking about all of us here in
Afghanistan and throughout the world.  It is because these wonderful people that I am honored to wear my uniform to serve, protect and defend our country.

Please share my thanks with all of those that made my care package possible.  I hope that all of you have a warm and happy holiday season. 
Dawn Bernal


********

02 December 2010

Thank you so much for the package.  It truly means a lot when receiving packages from groups supporting us.  This has brightened my day and you are the reason I am happy to be here.

SPC Dale Heiser

********

Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

This is to let you know that your package has been well received here in Afghanistan.  It finds me in good morale and good health.  With morale much improved with your package!

Thank you for everything!

SGT Benjamin Rottman

********

Thank you for the gift and all you do to support our men and women in uniform.  Your support is an integral part of our mission’s success.

Thank you and God Bless.

SGT Andrew Brudvig

********

Thank you so much for the package.  They are greatly appreciated.

Austin Dietzel

********

Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

Just dropping a line to let you know I received the care box.  I also wrote the folks that sponsored me.  Thank you so much for your support.  I collected post cards before I deployed (his post card was from Bubba Gump’s Shrimp Co in New Orleans).  So, I’m not from New Orleans, I’m from Waterloo.  Thanks again for your support.  Take care.

MSGT Dana Fraher

********

I would like to say thank you to all my friends that were willing to take the time to send me a gift box with food, cards, letters and pictures of our trip. I have everything you send hanging in my office so I can view them every day. I am looking forward to the time when we can visit and talk about the trip we went on and what has been going on in everybody’s life. The Soldiers look forward to the gift boxes that you send because it means that people at home care/ A lot of you have been away from home and have served your country during the holidays and know how much things like this mean. I am very proud to serve and protect our country and my friends. Someday I hope the world will be safe so Soldiers no longer will have to be away from their families and friends, especially during the holidays.

Thank You for your thoughts, letters and prayers.   
--
CW2 Todd Kieffer
********

I have to say WOW. I received your care packages for my section today. I lucked out because we drove to the mail room on the way back from lunch today and good thing. I could of never carried those back to my work area by myself and without a vehicle. Everyone was very thankful and said there must be some great people back home supporting us to send all that. It was nice to read the letters and cards. I will definitely write the donators back and thank them for all that they are doing year after year to support the service members. It was like an early Christmas around here when I opened up the boxes.  There was something for everyone. I received an e-mail about the ID Tags yesterday. Those sound like a really cool gift. My daughter will want to wear them for sure.  Well thank you from everyone in the MRB section in the 103d ESC from Des Moines. 

Chad Hoffman

********
Hi Julie,

I got a call from my son, Dylan, last night.  He received his box before Thanksgiving.  He asked that I contact you to tell you and the organization "Thank you".  He said there is nothing better than getting a box.  He was so touched that fellow Iowans dedicated some much time, energy, and dedication throughout the entire year to make this happen.  He is still a bit humbled that others thank "him “for serving his country--he says he is just doing his job.

So, Thanks to you and the whole organization for brightening my soldier's day.

God Bless You!
Sharon and Jim Glaze

********
Thank you so much for the care package!! I really appreciate it!

Thanks again and I hope you are all doing well this holiday season!

Jeff Behan

********

12-01-10

Hi Julie, 

I got a call from my son, Dylan, last night.  He received his box before Thanksgiving.  He asked that I contact you to tell you and the organization "Thank you".  He said there is nothing better than getting a box.  He was so touched that fellow Iowans dedicated so much time, energy, and dedication throughout the entire year to make this happen.  He is still a bit humbled that others thank "him" for serving his country--he says he is just doing his job.

So, Thanks to you and the whole organization for brightening my soldier's day.

God Bless You!
Sharon and Jim Glaze

********

11-29-10

Hello,

I received the package your organization sent and it was GREAT!  I can’t thank the people of the Cedar Valley enough for thinking of us “citizen soldiers.”  It is great receiving the little things from home like good snacks and cards!

The beef sticks and candies are awesome.  Please pass along the soldiers of Iowa appreciate all the thoughtful things the citizens of Iowa do for us.

SFC Mike Brecht

Iowa Army National Guard 1-133 INF

********

11-28-10

Hi,

I received your package about a couple of weeks ago; I wrote a letter but haven’t had time to send it yet.  I really do appreciate the package, the letters and the goodies.  I thank you and the volunteers for your time and service to your country and its Soldiers.

SPC Veronica Scott

U.S. Army – 615th MP Co

********

11-27-10

Dear Julie,

You guys have done it again!  I just received my package from Iowa’s Bravest and am amazed at yet again how thoughtful you all are and how much of a warm sentiment we get from our communities back home while we are deployed overseas.  Many of my Soldiers are from all over Iowa, not just the Waterloo area, and all are over joyed that so many people take the time out of their lives to organize, fundraise, and donate their time and efforts to let us know that we are thought of.  Please, please pass on the sentiment to everyone who is helping and volunteering for your wonderful organization that we appreciate everyone’s thoughtfulness, and that we are proud to be Iowan’s serving our state and country.  We live in a remote area over here, in the middle of the mountains accessible only by helicopter, and we do not have access to the normal day to day items we may need.  The packages we have received have helped give us some of the items we and want and it is much appreciated!!!

THANK YOU to all of Iowa’s Bravest!

1LT Jason Boesen

Iowa Army National Guard – Rifle PL C 1-133 IN

********

11-27-10

To Everyone that supported Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank-you for all of your generosity.  We can see that there has been a lot of time, effort, and resources involved in your project to get all these items to us in time for the holidays.  We actually received the bulk of them on Thanksgiving Day.

It never ceases to amaze me the amount of generosity that comes from Iowa and from across the country.  

Once again, Thank-You,

1SG Michael H. Williams

Iowa Army National Guard – D Co 1-133 INF

********

11-26-10

I’d like to thank you for the care packages you’ve sent to me here in Afghanistan.  The guys and I have really enjoyed all of the goodies.  I never thought it was possible to get so much stuff into one box!  Every letter or package we get really boosts our morale.  It’s nice to get little pieces of home to temporarily enjoy ourselves here.  Thanks again for all of your support.  Semper fidelis.

Lance Corporal Joel Ballard

Regimental Combat Team 1 – U. S. Marine Corps

********

11-24-10

I just received a package here in Afghanistan and I wanted to say thank you.  I am currently station with the 1-133 IN Red Bulls in Afghanistan.  I served active duty 20 years ago and for the past 14 years I have been a police officer in Wisconsin.  This past August I left my police department to support our troops as a Law Enforcement Advisor.  I was assigned to the 1-133 IN and joined them for training at Camp Shelby, Mississippi.  I am with them here in Afghanistan and will remain with them until they come home.  Iowa has a great bunch of soldiers.  They have welcomed me into the family and I am proud to be here supporting the Iowa National Guard.  My duty here is to assist the battalion as a law enforcement advisor and help train the soldiers to train the Afghan police.  I also join the troops on patrols and help collect evidence and conduct investigations trying to find the insurgents and Taliban.

We really appreciate the boxes of goodies.  I saw several soldiers digging through their boxes that they received today.  Again, thank you so much for taking the time to put these gifts together.  I would especially like to thank those whom took the time to include letters and cards.  Thank you Lucy, Jennifer at the John Deere Foundry, Joy from Cedar Falls, Connie, Jack and family, Lizzy Blough and Melissa from Ms. Pat Wiss’s class at Columbus High School.  I have included a few pictures from Afghanistan.

Bryan Hasse

Iowa Army National Guard – Battlefield Investigator

********

11-24-10

Folks at Iowa’s Bravest,

I just received your package.  There is so much good stuff in it.  I will definitely enjoy it for the next couple of weeks.  My platoon actually loves playing ultimate Frisbee so the Frisbee will come in quite handy.  We lost the one we had a couple weeks ago so everyone will be happy we have a new one.  Anyways, I have to run but I wanted to send a quick email with a couple of pictures and say thank you for the package.  It meant a lot to me to know more than just my immediate family thinks about me.

SPC Zachary Bunch

U. S. Army – 3rd Plt, A Co 1/87 10th MNT DIV

********

11-23-10

We are Air Force Civil Engineers on a JET team, which means we go around building quarters for the troops in the field, we are always moving around so packages we get from home usually catch up to us after we get home.  We were given a package from an Army Sergeant, our first care package and all we can say is thank you.  We hope Gods grace smiles on you for the rest of your days.  Thank you.

Ludwig Pereles

********

11-20-10

Dear Iowa’s Bravest Organization,

Thank you for the packages you sent to all of us.  Although I’m able to email you a thank you from here in the mountains of Afghanistan, I cannot go out and buy things as our FOB is too small to have any type of PX.  So these boxes of goodies are very much appreciated.

To me, this really shows the character of Iowans in general.  Although our unit is on its 4th deployment spanning a ten year period, (some deployments especially long), Iowan’s support for us never seems to waiver.

Thank You all for what you do for us, Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all……….

SSG Justin Niichel

Iowa Army National Guard – B Co 1-133 Infantry

********

11-19-10

Thank you to Iowa’s Bravest.  

My name is Dean Roepke and I am currently station in Afghanistan and I just received a box.  Thank you so much for what you are doing and have been doing to all of our service members.  Thanks.

SGT Dean Roepke

********

19 Nov 2010

Hello Julie,

I was just getting ready to send you an email so great timing!  I received my box yesterday, packed full of goodies like always.  Many thanks to you and everyone who helps and donates for Iowa’s Bravest.  I hear you sent out quite a few boxes that day.  Iowa has a very large number of soldiers deployed this year with the 2nd Brigade and many other units like mine on active duty.  The care packages and all the support that comes with them is much appreciated.  Thank You!

Thanks Again,

CW 3 Jason Lewis

Iowa Army National Guard – RFC Army 386

