The Iowa’s Bravest Committee would like to thank everyone that made this holiday project a success.   As you read through these messages that we have received from our Iowa’s Bravest men and women serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, you will see how much our effort is always appreciated. 
We have touched a lot of lives and have made a difference!  Thanks again.
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November 15, 2007

Dear Iowa's Bravest Team: 

My name is Major Steve Boesen, son of Kay Boesen of Waterloo, currently serving on my deployment, this time to Afghanistan as a combat advisor to the Afghan National Army (ANA). I am an Active, Guard and Reserve (AGR) officer in the Iowa Army National Guard and deployed here with three combat advisor teams from Iowa. I have been here over 6 months and serve in the Khowst Province along the Pakistan border in eastern Afghanistan. 

I want to take a minute to thank you for all you have done, not only for Iowa Soldiers, but our other Soldiers in the US Army. As someone serving over here, I can tell you the support we have gotten and continue to get from the American people is a tremendous combat multipler. Soldiers generally serve in very austere conditions, often disconnected from home and getting care packages makes a world of difference to us. It is good to know that we are not forgotten, though we are all very proud to serve and protect this great Nation. 

On behalf of our Soldiers over here, I am humbled by your efforts to support us. Keep up the great work! 

V/r, 
MAJ Steve Boesen 
Team Chief, 3-1-203rd Corps ETT 
PUMA 6
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21 November 2007

Julie, Just wanted to let you know that the first 24 packages arrived today. We have already started to get them out to the Soldiers. I expect we will see many more in the next few days. I will send you photos when I get them. Is there an address that my Soldiers can send thanks yous to. Please let me know. Thanks again and have a happy Thanksgiving.

1SG Rick W Singer

"DRAGON 7"

D Co 1st-168 IN

Task Force Shield
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22 November 2007

To Iowa's Bravest, 

Thank you so much for everything you sent! I and many others appreciate the work and efforts of everyone who pitched in and made all this possible. I means a lot to us knowing of all the care and support 
we receive from home. I hope everyone has a wonderful holiday season. 

Again, thank you for all you have done. 

SrA Aaron Morley
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23 November 2007

My name is Mathew Gore, and I'm serving with D Co, 1-168 Infantry in Baghdad. I just wanted to take a moment to say "Thank You" on behalf of all the soldiers who received care packages from your group. There wasn't a single one of us who didn't feel humbled at such a show of support and caring. If it wasn't for people back home standing behind us, none of us would be able to do this job. So please extend our heart-felt thanks to your members and volunteers. 

Sincerely, 
Mathew Gore 
D Co, 1-168 Inf 
Baghdad, Iraq
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23 November 2007

Julie, well I believe we have received all of the packages. We have gotten 118 in and have pushed them out to every Soldier in the company. From what I see the John Deere hats are a big hit. I have also heard several saying that they have enough food for the rest of the deployment. Please pass my thanks to everyone involved in this project. It really is a great thing that you are doing. 

Take care,

1SG Rick W Singer

"DRAGON 7"

D Co 1st-168 IN

Task Force Shield
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24 November 2007
Dear Iowa's Bravest Volunteers,

  

Hello from Tallil, Iraq

 

I have attached a letter & some photos of from over here! I will send some more in another e-mail or send them to your website.

 

I am truly amazed & grateful for your support of all the troops over here! It is wonderful to get care packages to share with my fellow soldiers from family, friends & a generous community!! It makes our day to know we are not forgotten while we are doing our duty over here!

  

Thank You So Much!!

  

Quince Kreb
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Dear Volunteers for Iowa’s Bravest,

Hello there from Tallil, Iraq, and I am deployed over here with members of Charlie & Delta Company     2-238th AVN/ GSAB! We are a combined unit comprising of Indiana & Colorado National Guard members who have the mission of Medical Evacuation, (MEDEVAC), for our region of Iraq. We use our UH 60 Black Hawks for Air Ambulance purposes for the Coalition Forces & for the local nationals as well. 

A little history for you- DUSTOFF was a term given to Medical Evacuation flight crews in Vietnam, because when the helicopters flew in they tended to dust off all the dirt in sight! I’m not sure when they came up with the meaning for each letter, but they have been using it for the 19 years I have been in!
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I am originally from the Oelwein, Iowa area & graduated in 1989, then left for the military. My time in uniform has taken me around the world several times for different military and humanitarian missions, whether it was with the Active Duty Army or the Colorado National Guard. I am currently working as a Federal Civilian Aircraft Mechanic at Buckley Air Force Base, Aurora, Colorado, for the Army National Guard on the UH 60 Black Hawk. I have spent time before here in the Middle East for the Gulf War, stationed in Germany for several years, in Africa for the mission in Somalia with a MEDEVAC unit and in Guyana, South America in 2004 for the humanitarian mission of New Horizons 04. 

The hardest part about all of this is being away from my wife & daughter back in Colorado. Luckily we have computers with Internet so I can send messages and IM with them, family and friends. We also have telephones to be able to call home to see how they are doing too! I feel very lucky for the friends and the people of our neighborhood, as they are helping with yard work and just being there for my wife and daughter while I am over here.  I am also thankful to my family & friends back in Iowa who are supporting me over here as well! 

We happen to live in a trailer in a small room with a roommate. It has electricity and Air Conditioner and / Heater. I was able to buy a used TV, DVD player, surround sound stereo and even a PS2 to have fun when I am not at work. I also have plenty of books to read too!

 We have trailers that have washers and dryers in them to do our laundry, and different ones for taking showers too. We have to walk approximately 140 yards from where we live to do these things, 

carrying everything with us.

Here is what our unit patch looks like that we wear on our flight suits. Since we are from the Denver area, the “Mile Hi City” it is noted on our patch! We do VIP flights for the military and the state of Colorado. We also perform mountain rescues and recoveries when civilian Flight for Life crews are not able to do the mission because of weather or terrain.
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Thank you so very much for all of your support for us over here! It is what gives us the ambition to continue to do our job over here everyday! I also give thanks to our civilian contract maintenance team, who help us have our helicopters available 24 hrs a day! What a great team we have!

I am also very grateful to the teachers of the Oelwein Community School District for their dedication towards a good education! Teachers are special people who have the heart and patience and to do their job of teaching young people- so thank them every chance you get!

Your Soldier and Friend,  

Quince Kreb           

 One of our MEDEVAC Black Hawk helicopters at sunset. 
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25 November 2007
Julie-
Hey thanks for the care packages, they showed up yesterday, lots of -Hey look at this!! .. who did this...this is so neat...you all put some smiles on their faces, when did you send the packages out?   Seems like you were to pack around the 14th.  Well need to get back to work, thanks again for putting smiles on allot of faces.

CW3 Scott Cripe

Maintenance Operations Officer

Camp Anaconda

Balad Iraq

[image: image11.png]



26 November 2007
Hello,
I wanted to take a moment to thank you for sending the care package it makes being here just a little nicer during the holiday season.  I’m sending a Pictures from our Huey squadron.  We are here teaching the Iraq Air Force to fly helicopters and stand up four different helicopter Squadrons.  The Iowa guys are mostly teaching Bell 206 civilian helicopters, which is doing all the initial entry flying.  Thank you from all of us, we shared some of the food with the Iraq Air Force pilots here. They seem so happy when you share candy with them.  It gives both of us a chance to understand our cultures. Thanks CW3 James Pingel
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28 November 2007

Thank you for the package. I just got it today. 
Thanks again PFC Jamie Stewart
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28 November 2007

Hello I just wanted to take a second to thank you for the very generous holiday package.  I just got it and I really appreciate all the thought that went into it.  As you can probably tell from my email address, my name is Jason Huffman.  I'm a Captain with a Police Mentor team in Western Afghanistan.  Our mission is basically to train, mentor and advise the Afghan National Police.  I deployed over here in May along with about 50 other Soldiers from Iowa.  We are part of the Iowa National Guard's 2d Brigade Combat Team although most of my 6 years in the military I had been with the signal battalion in Cedar Rapids.  I graduated from New Hampton High School in 99', the University of Iowa in 03', and Drake Law School in 06'.  I'm looking forward to starting legal practice when I get back in May.  Anyway I just wanted to let you know that I got the package and that I appreciate your great generosity.  Hope you have a great holiday season! 

 

CPT Jason Huffman     
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29 November 2007

Hi, I'm Major Brian Brecht from the Iowa National Guard and I am currently stationed in western Afghanistan. 

I received the care package and would like to say a very sincere thanks for remembering me and all my fellow Iowa National Guard soldiers who are away from our families and friends during this holiday season. Your 
prayers and support mean so much to all of us over here!! 

Thanks again and I included one picture of myself recently on a mountain overlooking Camp Morehead near Kabul. I was there this past week on a recon and just returned today to Camp Stone, which is just south of 
Herat, Afghanistan in the western part of the country. 

Maj Brian Brecht
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29 November 2007

It’s not an all-out war anymore, but Iraq can be unforgiving. We've been here in Baghdad, Iraq for almost a year now. Every day we get tested mentally and physically. Our mission intent is to transform Iraq into a democratic govern society. We work tirelessly everyday in Northern Baghdad to finally turn over our sector to the new Iraqi Army and Iraqi Police. This is my third deployment to Iraq. I would have spent 26 months of my military career in Iraq. Over half the time I've been in the Army, I've been deployed. From when we first arrived, to now. We have accomplished so much. But with that accomplishment, there is also sacrifice. Never knowing how the next day is going to be. Only having that hope, that everything is going to be alright. We live in bombed out abandoned buildings in the middle of a hostile city. We conduct countless patrols and raids on intel driven targets. We train hard and play hard, but when it comes down to it. 
Without the support back home, accomplishing our mission would be difficult. We receive mail about two times a week from friends and family. The feelings you get when you come back from a long mission and see a letter or a package from back home on your cot, is priceless. For that moment, when your reading that letter or scavenging threw that package, its like nothing else matters. Knowing that someone back home is thinking about you and supporting you, is the feeling that keeps us going. The little things people do for us over here has such a big impact on us. Something like a letter or a package would turn a bad day into the best day we have had that week. 
When the package you sent arrived, it was a day before Thanksgiving. It couldn't have come at a better time. I want to thank you, for the support and the time you put forth to make these packages happen. It is greatly appreciated. 
SGT Lewis, Daniel
1st Squad Leader
1st Platoon, C. Company
2-325, 82nd Airborne
America's Strategic Response Force
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02 December 2007

I would like to thank you for the packages myself and my fellow team members received at Camp Taji, Iraq. The packages are wonderful and greatly appreciated.  Thank you to all the volunteers and donors.  Look for a picture in an e-mail soon. 

 Thank you again,

CW3 Dana A. Kellogg
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02 December 2007

The hats went over huge,  WE have a feud going on with the Peoria area guys that are Cat nuts so each day the JD hats are covering up Cat hat then the next day visa-versa. Sure makes the days pass with some fun competition.
Believe it or not- I envy all of you- even the storms and snow for the holidays, when it's bad out it always forces the family home and the fun of holiday gatherings. We had our first rain since early may, this AM. it turns all the clay/sand to muck, and your boots get to weigh a few pounds heavier.
Well we are in full swing at getting the new MRAP's (mine resistant, ambush resistant) armored vehicles to the war fighters, this program / job is very rewarding, the 833rd from Ottumwa is two blocks from my operation, and they are first hand using the IED detector vehicles and route clearance vehicles to clear the roads of IEDs so our convoys can move safely. So we all touch each other in some way. One of those "kids' / soldiers is from Fairbank and a close friend’s son. So I know the Lord has a purpose for us all, mine is my knowledge of heavy equipment and position as a warrant officer to push the system to outfit and help these Sappers / IED hunters succeed and survive.

Thanks again Julie,
Scott Cripe

Maintenance Operations Officer

Camp Anaconda

Balad Iraq
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04 December 2007
Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you for taking time out of your busy lives to think about us.  We really appreciate it.

Levi Hagedorn
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Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you for the package.  It arrived on Thanksgiving, which was perfect.  Everyone was excited and was walking around with their John Deere hats on.  I am with D Co 1-168 IN, 3rd Plt and am in Baghdad.  Thanks again.

SGT Robert Hansen
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Thank you very much for the package!  I will definitely put it to good use.  I think it’s great that you get all of this together to send to soldiers.  It’s a big morale booster and I’m very grateful that the time was taken and that we are kept in your thoughts.  

Thanks once again!

SPC Jordan Bleil
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On behalf of the Soldiers of D Co 1-168 IN, Thank you all from Iowa’s Bravest for all of the very generous care packages.  It means a lot to my soldiers when they get a little piece of something from home.  As the Company Commander it means so much to me to know that people really do care.

Adam Giroux
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Dear Iowa’s Bravest & Supporters,
Thank-you very much for the care package.  It was great to receive something from back home during the holiday season.

I am currently serving in the 82nd Airborne as a company commander for a rifle company.  We are assigned to Western Iraq and we have been here for about 6 months, if all goes as planned we will be here for another 9 months.  While we miss our families dearly it is our great honor to serve our country and it greatly encourages our resolve when we hear from great men and women such as yourselves.  On behalf of all the men from Iowa please continue to keep up your great work.  It means more to us then we can put in words.

God Bless,

Stephen A. Thorpe

CPT, IN Commanding

Waterloo, IA

(This is Steve’s 4th deployment.  He served in Afghanistan once and now 3 times in Iraq).
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Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you so very much for everything.  It was an awesome surprise!  I am very grateful for what you sent & proud to be an Iowan.  Expect to see some pics soon!

SGT Scott Johnson

Baghdad
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 (This note is written to Justice who may have signed Doug’s holiday box or maybe wrote a letter or made a Christmas card.  Unfortunately, we don’t have Justice’s last name so I can’t forward the note to him).

Justice,

I like your picture!  The ground here is not green, it’s brown, like camels!!!  I like the fact that you took the time to think of me here.  Thank you.

I am glad you support us and I am proud to support you.  Thanks again from Iraq!

SPC Doug Kultti
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Thank you and everyone that is a part of this great program.  I can not tell you how important your support for what we do here helps us.  Please send our warmest wishes to everyone back there for the holidays.

CW2 Mark Owens
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06 December 2007

Hello,

My name is PFC Wapiennik,Sara. I am currently serving a fifteen month deployment in Iraq. I received the care package and I must say it was quite the welcomed surprise! (We are currently in one of the more extreme environments.) It really brightened up my day to see so many people from where I call home were thinking about the soldiers over here. It was even more exciting to see the Iowa Outdoors DNR magazine. You never miss something until you don't have it anymore. 
I just wanted to let you know you are all doing a great job and to please keep up the good work. 

 

Thank you very very much,

PFC Wapiennik, Sara

 

P.S. The John Deere Hat really made some of the other soldiers jealous! :)
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06 December 2007

I did receive the care package.  Thank you.  It was a nice gift to receive around Thanksgiving Day.  I love the John Deere hat and the Frisbee. Thank you so much for your support.
 
SGT Heather Richard 
Camp Taji-Iraq 
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07 December

To Julie and the 'Iowa's Bravest' staff:

Thank you for the care package I received here recently.  As a former Iowa Guardsman, I was happy to receive a box of goodies that included signature tokens of my home state, like the John Deere cap!  

I want to say thank you for all the sacrifice that goes into the development and distribution of the care boxes.  It is evident that John Deere has its stamp on this process, as it is quite an efficient process!

Please join me in praying for soldiers like my brother Steve, serving in Afghanistan, and for those in Iraq, who are in significant harm's way.

Happy Holidays!

CPT Josh Boesen
Missouri National Guard
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Thank you so much, all of you.  The package was such a nice surprise and very much appreciated.  It truly made my day.  The support we get from home makes our efforts here so worthwhile.  Thanks again.  Happy Holidays!
Angie Wilson, NMCB 15 USN
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Thank you so much for everything.  It is a treat to see how much support we have from everyone.  Your letters and quotes from staff really meant a lot to me.  

I can’t begin to thank you enough for everything.  I wish there was more that I could do to show my appreciation.

Thank you so much.

SPC Trevor Mayberry

3rd PLT, O Co, 1-168 IN
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26 December 2007

Thank you.
 

This is SSG Adam Bauer with the 833rd Eng group out of Ottumwa.  The Iowa’s Bravest packages for our company were one of the many things that we were looking forward to this year.  The things in the box hit the nail on the head with what we need and use.  It was very cool to have a John Deere hat, and all of the drink mixes are really nice, drinking water all the time gets kinda old.  The magazine of Iowa Outdoors brought me back home with all the cool places that I have been and will go someday.  I could thank you for everything one by one but to sum it up it was a GREAT Christmas gift.  I want to thank everyone for their time and thoughts of doing what you do.  I am happy that I live in a state that takes care of their troops.  I have been in Iowa my whole life, I have been to other states and traveled a little but I could not think of any other state that I would rather be in.  I want to wish all a Happy New Year.

 

Thank you again for your support.

 

Adam Bauer 833rd Eng
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I wanted to thank you for everything.  It is always nice to see that there are still people out there that care.

Thank you again.

SGT Pankonen
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Thank you very much for the care package!

SGT Mark Bullen
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THANK YOU!!!

It means so much to us all on behalf of our unit.  Thanks can’t begin to say enough for your efforts.

1SG Jeff Cape
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To All the Volunteers of Iowa’s Bravest,

My team and I would like to thank you for your efforts.  Receiving items from home means a lot to all of us.

LTC Tim Eich
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I want to thank you for the packages you sent us for the holiday season.  It is nice to get things from back home.

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays.

SSG Mahlbey
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Thank you very much for the package, it is very appreciated.  All of us troops are very thankful for the support we receive from the folks back home.  Your support is a constant reminder why we volunteered to fight for our country!

Thank You!

SPC _____  from APO AE 09342  (Sorry I couldn’t read the name)
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Dear Iowa’s Bravest
Thanks for the Christmas package.  It was a real nice treat to get a box of goodies.  Everything inside was very good and nice.  I appreciate what you do for me and my fellow soldiers.

Sincerely,

SPC Justin R. Dewton
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I would like to thank everyone for their support and for the packages, it makes me proud to know the people are behind us on this.

Thanks so much.

SFC Fevold
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Dear Iowa’s Bravest Donors,

One of your soldier’s, SGM Hill, was kind to share one of his boxes with me.  I wanted to say thank you for being thoughtful and generous to the men and women of the Armed Forces.  My hat’s off to all of you!

Sincerely, 

MAJ Cecilia Diaz

[image: image42.png]



Thanks for all you do!! The package was a wonderful surprise.  My unit and I wouldn’t have had the holiday we did without you!!

Thanks again,

AM2(AW) Roof, USN and Platoon Bravo

Iraq
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Dear Members of Iowa’s Bravest: 
I recently received some boxes here in Khowst, Afghanistan from Iowa’s Bravest and I can tell you that they were very well received by myself and my fellow Iowans over here doing the combat advisor mission.  I want to say that we are humbled by all of the support from home; it is absolutely critical to our success over here.  Your efforts make a big difference in the morale of Soldiers serving in harm’s way and show in incredible example that the Afghan people marvel at.  Your organization also gives my Mom something to do, which is also key.  I sincerely thank you for all of the organizing, hard work and volunteerism that go into getting the packages over here.  You are at the heart of what makes America the great nation that it is and worth fighting for.
Major Steve Boesen, Infantry, US Army

Columbus High School 1987, University of Northern Iowa 1992
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Dear Iowa’s Bravest,

Thank you very much for the great package of goodies and necessities.  They were all very much appreciated.  I shared the box with everyone here and it emptied in a day.

Thanks again.

Dan Coakley
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